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The Marin County Open Space District (MCOSD) requires that contractors implement the following best 

management practices (BMP) while conducting work on MCOSD lands. The purposes of these BMPs 

are to minimize impacts to natural resources and MCOSD property. The MCOSD requires that the 

contractor notify the MCOSD at least 24hrs prior to entering MCOSD property for work. 

1. BMP 1 Refueling - Prohibit or restrict equipment refueling, fluid leakage, equipment, and

maintenance near special-status plant populations and waterways. Fuel storage and refueling

shall occur in safe areas well away from wetlands; safe areas may include paved or cleared

roadbeds and other contained areas, such as lined truck beds. Equipment and vehicles should

be inspected regularly for hydraulic and oil leaks and leaking vehicles will not be allowed on the

MCOSD preserves. Drip pans should be placed underneath equipment stored on site. Vehicles

and construction equipment will be maintained in good working condition, and any necessary

on-site servicing of equipment will be conducted away from special-status plant populations and

waterways.

2. BMP 2 Invasive Species - Clean vehicles of contaminated soil, invasive plant seeds, or plant

parts before entering the MCOSD preserves, whenever moving equipment between areas

within the preserves, and before leaving the preserves. Tires and the insides and outsides of

vehicles and equipment will be brushed off, vacuumed or hosed down. This requirement must

be conveyed to sub-contractors prior to work prior to their arrival to ensure property cleaning.

This requirement should be reiterated and enforced by the on-site foreman prior to site entry.

3. BMP 3 Sudden Oak Death - Proper techniques in accordance with industry standards shall be

used to avoid the spread of Sudden Oak Death.

4. BMP 4 Preconstruction Surveys - If it is determined that special-status wildlife species may

occur in a project area, a qualified biologist should survey the area during the appropriate time

window to determine the presence or absence of the species. If the species is located, the

MCOSD should be contacted to help determine ways to avoid impacts to the species. If

avoidance is not possible, the appropriate resource agencies will need to be contacted to obtain

guidance or the necessary permits.

5. BMP 5 Bird Nesting and Bird Nesting Surveys - If work will occur outside the nesting bird

window of January 1 to August 31, surveys and avoidance measures will not be necessary for

nesting birds. However, surveys for special-status species may still be necessary if they are

present in the area.

a. Consistent with Federal law, during bird nesting season (see dates below), a bird nesting

survey must be conducted prior to any vegetation removal or ground disturbance.

Surveys must not be conducted more than 7 days before the start of the project and

surveys will only be valid for 7 days after the survey date. After those 7 days, another

bird nesting survey of the project area must be conducted. Surveys should include the
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