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To:   IPM Commission 

From:   Scott Sherman, Linda Novy 

Re:   Nominee Evaluations for the 2017 IPM Achievement Award 

Date:   January 26, 2017 

Four worthy nominations were submitted to the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Commission for 

consideration for the 2017 IPM Achievement Award:   

 Ann Spake, community volunteer 

 Pablo Rosales, Maintenance Supervisor - McInnis Park Golf Course 

 Invasive Spartina Project in partnership with Friends of Corte Madera Creek Watershed 

 Marin County Parks Department under the leadership of Chris Chamberlain 

 There may be one more nomination forthcoming (Dr. William Roth.)  

At Chris Chamberlain’s request, we will honor the county staff’s request to recuse them from this award. 

Yet, we clearly must acknowledge their exemplary personal and IPM skills managing County Parks’ 

widespread properties to significantly and continuously reduce pesticide use. We applaud their careful 

monitoring of both quantitative and qualitative metrics. The department sets exemplary standards for 

County Parks’ appearance, sustainability, and health. We believe they set a “gold standard” in IPM 

management. 

County Parks’ IPM methods and results should be communicated, via various media, to the public to 

inspire and engage the community! We suggest that the IPM Commission agendize this item for a future 

meeting.  We know the entire Commission also agrees that the MCP Department deserves our heartfelt 

appreciation and thanks for their informative IPM Commission presentations and guidance. Thank you 

Chris, Al, and the entire team! 

Nominee Evaluations 

Reviewing the recently updated Marin County IPM Achievement Award goals, eligibility, and selection 

criteria, we recognized that the criteria encompass not only the practical application of IPM principles 

and methods, but also community leadership and engagement.  Quantitative and qualitative 

measurements were applied to each submission. We systematically evaluated each nomination to 

identify which of the full set of criteria generated by the IPM Commission clearly applied. In addition, we 

stepped back and took a big picture, qualitative look at the scope and contributions of each nominee. 

The following table summarizes our assessment. 

 

Nominee  List of Criteria 
Achieved 

Supporting examples Qualitative Assessment 
Comments 

Ann Spake - Questioned 
existing 
assumptions and 
beliefs; 

- Increased public’s 
understanding of 

Through her research into 
Glyphosate and subsequent 
report, published by Sierra 
Club local and national, the 
broader public has access to 

Ann’s contributions do not 
necessarily fit into an “IPM” 
program per se, but 
certainly, her steady focus 
on the health of Marin 
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IPM through 
scientific discovery, 
innovation, and 
communication to 
public; 

- Promoted 
engagement of 
scientists, 
environmental 
experts, etc. in 
public outreach; 

- Championed 
changes in 
knowledge, 
awareness, and/or 
behavior related to 
pesticide use. 

additional information on 
this product. 
 
Ann has spoken at 
numerous community 
meetings with passion and 
commitment. 
 
While her focus has been on 
glyphosate, primarily, she 
has also focused on broader 
County of Marin pesticide 
reductions. She has been an 
active volunteer who has 
campaigned tirelessly to 
eliminate use of pesticides 
(primarily herbicides) by 
public land managers. 

deserves formal recognition 
and appreciation. 

Nominee  List of Criteria 
Achieved 

Supporting Examples Qualitative Assessment 
Comments 

Pablo 
Rosales, 
McGinnis 
Golf Center  

- Developed and 
implemented 
imaginative ideas, 
new ways of doing 
things; 

- Found ways to 
make the most out 
of existing 
resources; 

- Questioned 
existing 
assumptions, etc.; 

- Considered 
constraints and 
worked within 
them; 

- Shows a 
commitment to 
applying innovative 
techniques, etc.; 

- Increased public’s 
understanding of 
IPM; 

- Fostered 
awareness of IPM 
among broad 
segments of 
population; 

Pablo shifted the landscape 
maintenance paradigm by 
breaking with the 
traditional methods 
normally applied by his 
company (and client.)  
 
 Working within budgets 
(labor, materials), operating 
hours, and under pressure 
to provide a playable and 
aesthetically pleasing golf 
course, he has managed 
McInnis to meet these 
goals. He questioned 
assumptions around the use 
of fungicides and 
substituted compost tea, 
reducing the use of 
fungicides on the course.   
 
By demonstrating this 
innovative IPM program on 
a public golf course, the 
broader public is exposed 
not to pesticides (!), but to 
a unique turf and landscape 
management program that 

Pablo’s contributions are 
pioneering in golf course 
management.  With more 
documentation of inputs, 
outputs, soil analyses, 
changes in water 
use/management, etc., the 
IPM program at McInnis 
could further exemplify its 
success. 
 
The program’s approach to 
turf care, fungal control, and 
weed management (English 
Daisy and Kikuyu grass), 
could be useful in the 
County’s broader outreach 
efforts to the public about 
its pesticide reduction 
campaign. 
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- Championed 
changes in 
knowledge, 
awareness, etc.; 

focuses on soil health. Pablo 
has championed his 
emerging IPM approach, 
even as his company is 
more traditional in its 
management techniques. 
Pablo has spoken at a Marin 
Conservation League 
breakfast, the IPM 
Commission, and to private 
groups interested in the 
benefits of compost tea. 

Nominee List of Criteria 
Achieved 

Supporting Examples Qualitative Assessment 
Comments 

Invasive  
Spartina 
Project with 
Friends of 
Corte 
Madera 
Watershed 

- Developed and 
implemented 
imaginative ideas, 
etc.; 

- Found ways to 
make  the most 
out of existing 
resources; 

- Questioned 
existing 
assumptions, 
beliefs, etc.; 

- Considered 
constraints that 
limited innovation, 
work within 
constraints, etc.; 

- Shoed a 
commitment to 
applying innovative 
techniques, etc.; 

- Increased the 
publics 
understanding of 
IPM through 
scientific discovery, 
etc.; 

- Promoted 
engagement of 
scientists, 
environmental 
experts, etc.; 

- Fostered 
awareness of IPM 

The ISP/Friends used a 
variety of methods to tackle 
noxious weed removal in a 
marshland setting such as 
genetic markers to i.d. 
weed targets, weed 
mapping, and others. 
 
They worked with existing 
resources namely 
volunteers and the CCNB to 
provide significant hours of 
labor. 
 
Traditional methods of 
vegetative management 
and revegetation were 
questioned and addressed, 
and adaptive management 
methods were applied as 
the project evolved. 
 
Constraints included 
budgets, sensitive species, 
water quality, preventing 
invasive weed re-
establishment during the 
removal and passive and 
active revegetation phases, 
and interagency 
coordination. 
 
Demonstrated a 
commitment over the 

This project appears to be 
professionally driven, 
managed, and executed 
achieving desirable results.  
The program has monitored 
and tracked key aspects of 
the process and results 
covering not only technical 
IPM information, but also 
habitat restoration and 
ecosystem functions. 
 
The innovative techniques of 
GPS enabled GIS mapping 
yielding two-way web 
synchronization of collected 
data, enabling a more 
effective and efficient 
execution. 
 
Use of genetic markers to 
differentiate the hybrid and 
non-native Spartina from 
the native is a noteworthy 
and high-level technique. 
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among broad 
segments of the 
populations; 

- Championed 
changed in 
knowledge, 
awareness, etc. 
regarding pesticide 
use. 

length of the project (still in 
progress), shared 
experience with the local 
community through 
presentations, and 
published in scientific 
journals. 
 
The project integrated 
volunteers, non-profit 
groups, conservation corps, 
scientists, mosquito district, 
Fish and Wildlife, and 
others in executing this 
complex IPM program. 
 
 

 

Selections Based on Our Systematic Evaluation 

We recommend that Pablo Rosales and ISP/Friends be co-awarded the 2017 IPM Achievement Award. In 

addition, we recommend that Ann Spake be recognized by the Commission and the County with a 

formal letter of commendation and sincere appreciation for her continuous dedication and 

contributions to the public health of Marin County. 

 

 

 

 


