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Happy Anniversary

Civic Center Volunteers

Marin County Human Resources

3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 415

San Rafael, CA 94903

We congratulate these volunteers who celebrate their anniversaries
this month and thank them for their ongoing involvement.

Volume 35, Issue 2

CCV Staff

Anne Starr
Volunteer Coordinator
415-473-7167
astarr@marincounty.org

Joy Fossett
Intern Coordinator
415-473-7447
jfossett@marincounty.org

Susan White
Administrative Coordinator
415-473-7407
FAX 415-473-6557
slwhite@marincounty.org

Volunteers:
Barbara Webb, Profiles Writer
Shirley Trimble, Profiles Writer
Bernard Geiger, Copy Editor
Jerry Johannessen, Layout
Consultant
Steve Sarhad, Computer
Consultant

Administrative Volunteers:
Joanne Elder, Dolores
Fiscalini, Marie Fitzgerald,
Vivienne Freeman, Connie
Humphrey, Nancy Koors,
Susan Levine, David Mandel,
and Eric Roddie

Richard Bernstein focuses his volunteer
service on programs benefitting youth

February 2012

Richard Bernstein has several volun-
teer assignments. As a Civic Center
Volunteer, he is a court-appointed special
advocate for Marin foster youth.

He said, “I have worked with young men
in the foster care system over the past
five years. Most have been between the
ages of 16 and 18, and I work with them
to prepare them for emancipation from
the system at age 18 and their future
work and education plans.”

Laurie Good, CASA Program Supervi-
sor, said, “Richard has been a dedicated
CASA volunteer for almost five years. He
has been a strong and effective advocate
for all of his CASA children. We thank
Richard for his ongoing contributions.”

Richard also is the youth volunteer
coordinator for the Ceres Project of
Marin, an organization that makes weekly
food deliveries to cancer patients under-
going chemotherapy. He manages the
teen volunteers, the volunteer schedule,
and works in the kitchen two afternoons
a week.

During 2010 and most of 2011, Richard
prepared dinner once a week for a Boys

Service to young people adds

meaning to Richard Bernstein’s life.

31  years Amelia DeMello, Aide, CM Library
17  years Vivienne Freeman, Administrative Aide, HR
10  years Ted Bright, Consumer Mediator, DA
  9  years   Lynne Bergherm, Story Day Aide, Corte Madera Library; Nancy Hanson, Aide, Fairfax Library;

Anne Rains, Aide,Novato Library
  8  years Jay Shinohara, Book Mender, Novato Library
  7  years Miriam Cohn, Receptionist, CS; Marie Losee, Aide, So. Novato Library
  5  years Maggie Sartor, Data Entry Clerk, ARC
  4  years Constance Sewing, Advocate, H&HS
  3  years Margaret Lindquist, Shelver, Novato Library
  2  years Srijana Dhakhwa, Administrative Asst., Courts; Golnaz Fortune, Counselor, Probation; Anita Frank,

Advocate, H&HS; Tina Gallier, Copy Editor, HR; Stephen Sarhad, Database Consultant, HR
  1  year Maria Aguila, Outreach Asst., H&HS; Susan Beazley, Advocate, H&HS; Sarah Brewster, Sr. Peer

Counselor, H&HS; Carol Farrer, Attorney, PD; David S. Kushner, Michael Moore, Michael A. Rubin,
and Roberta Steiner, Aides, So. Novato Library; Monique La Fleur, Microbiologist, H&HS;
Anabel Plasencia, Administrative Asst., Probation

By Barbara Webb

Hours, Hours, Hours!

Your contribution of time is
valuable; we want to be sure
it is counted! The CCV team
is compiling data on
volunteer service for the
annual Financial Impact
Analysis. Please send us your
hours through January today.
Thank you!

Reminder!

County offices will be closed Monday, Feb. 20 for Presidents’ Day.

Hope group home in San Francisco,
and in January he began tutoring at
Davidson Middle School in San Rafael.

Richard says he volunteers about 15
hours a week on these projects. He
said, “I have been incredibly lucky in
my life. While I’ve worked hard, I’ve
also been blessed many times by
circumstances outside of my control. I
volunteer to give back for all that has
been given to me. I have worked with
kids in one form or another for over
30 years. It helps to create purpose
and value in my life.”

With a B.S. in industrial engineering
and an M.S. in systems analysis from
the University of  Pittsburgh, PA,
Richard worked for 35 years, mostly
in the technology field.  He ran his
own business, taught and lectured,
was the director of academic com-
puting at UCSF, and was a vice
president and technology manager for
Wells Fargo Bank.

Richard and his wife of 32 years, Mary,
live in San Rafael. They have two adult
children, Jennifer and Matt, and a 13-
month-old granddaughter,  Ava.

Richard also directs four kids’ camps
each summer for children with
serious and chronic illnesses through
the Taylor Family Foundation in
Livermore.

 “My goal is to work with kids who
have been significantly challenged
through no fault of their own,” he
said. “If I can make things a bit easier,
if I can offer some measure of guid-
ance or assistance, if I can make a
difference in their lives, then I have
succeeded.”

Human Resources Director
Joanne Peterson has
named two staff members
to permanent positions
with Civic Center
Volunteers.  Joy Fossett, a
Human Resources
employee since 2002, will
lead the intern program.
Anne Starr, who has been
with HR since 2008, will
lead the volunteer program.
The appointments are part
of a reorganization of CCV
following the retirement of
CCV founder Joan Brown
in June.

CCV Staff Appointed!



Who’s New & Welcome
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by Shirley Trimble

By Barbara Webb

Architect Jerry Johannessen volunteers as an archive
assistant in the Civic Center Library

Jerry Johannessen spends two
hours a week consolidating Marin
Civic Center  construction and
history archives in an easy-to-
research format he helped design.

He said, “As an architect, I have a
strong interest in Frank Lloyd
Wright and the Marin County Civic
Center. I met librarian Laurie
Thompson in November 2010 and
discussed how the archives could be
better organized.  Following that
meeting, I started archiving in
January 2011.”

With an architectural degree from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
Troy, N.Y., Jerry went on to design
most of the Sharper Image stores.
He received an honorable mention
at the 1987 ISP/NRMA Design
Competition in the Hard Goods or
Home Furnishings Specialty Store

Intern Nesrin Misif helps maintain the administrative
caseload in Juvenile Probation

Norma Dale applies her legal secretary experience

His supervisor, Laurie Thompson, said,
“Jerry’s outstanding organizational
skills, research abilities, and attention
to detail made him the perfect
candidate to reorganize, preserve,
and create an updated timeline for
our clipping and ephemera collection
on Frank Lloyd Wright and the Marin
County Civic Center. The result of
Jerry’s efforts is a user-friendly
archive of primary-source materials
documenting all facets of the govern-
ment center and making Marin
County a destination for connois-
seurs of Wright’s work.”

In addition, Jerry serves as backup
layout editor for The Volunteer View

when the regular volunteer is away.
“We’re so grateful that Jerry gener-
ously contributes his skills to the
newsletter,” said CCV Volunteer
Coordinator Anne Starr.

Barbara Alhadeff, Packet Assembly Aide, H&HS

Brody Barkan, Shelver, Fairfax Library

Kendall Berns, MWC Teen Ambassador, HR

Jeannette D. Bollinger, Admin. Aide, H&HS

Bryce Calabrese, Teen Volunteer, Novato Library

Wolfy Christy-Cirillo, Shelver, Fairfax Library

John Contini, Website Asst., H&HS

Sigrid Dargeou, Advocate, H&HS

Rachael Fern, Tutor, Novato Library

Arianna Gard, Tutor, Probation

Bernard Geiger, Copy Editor, HR/CCV

George Hagan, Tutor, Probation

Julie Hibbitts, Special Project Aide, Novato Library

Bev Hobie, Tutor, Novato Library

Norma Dale contributes her

excellent clerical skills in Civil Court.

If you’re looking for tenacity and
dependability, meet volunteer
Norma Dale, an energetic file
clerk since last April with the Civil
Court Division of the Marin
Superior Court.

 A legal secretary and office manager
for over 20 years for a civil law firm
that dealt in personal injury, medical
malpractice, and labor/employment
law, Norma joined the Civil Court
Division to help with its current
huge project: deleting old court
cases from the county’s computer
system. She began volunteering 10
hours a week and quickly pro-
gressed to nearly full-time.

Norma finds her work at the court
good therapy after being laid off
from her job last January. “The staff
is so supportive and appreciative of
my work that it makes me feel great.
The first part of the court project
may be completed in a month. I
hope to continue volunteering in
the department,” explained Norma.

“Norma is an invaluable volunteer
and has made my projects of whit-
tling down civil and criminal court
records and reducing the paper trail

much more manageable,” said Cheri
Brannon, the courts project man-
ager. “She’ll do whatever is needed, is
quick, and is pleasant to be around.”

Music has dominated Norma’s life
choices. Arriving in Richmond with
her family from Philadelphia at age
14, she discovered Bobby Dale, the
award-winning, Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame disc jockey at radio station
KEWB.  After four years of constant
communication, she and Bobby
became life partners and were
married. With him came the world of
jazz, rock, and R&B. Norma has over
6,000 albums and more than 1,000
hours of Bobby’s old shows on tape,
which she listens to on her iPod
while working.

The couple’s son Joey works as an
appellate clerk in the Marin Superior
Court and son Tommy works for
Marin Orthopedic.

Nesrin Misif brings positive spirit

to Probation Department internship.

Nesrin Misif, who is pursuing a B.A.
in criminal justice at Sacramento
State University, volunteers 20 hours
a month with Marin County Juvenile
Probation, shadowing probation
officers in the field, doing clerical
work, and helping to maintain the
administrative caseload.

She said, “I started volunteering in
January 2011 and have gained great
insights into the field of probation.  I
can see the work I need to do to
build myself as a person and part of
this community.” Nesrin is a member
of the American Criminal Justice
Association and said, “I joined this
organization to meet people who
are interested in the same field and
share the same passion. I want to
devote time to fundraising, commu-
nity service, and expanding my
awareness in this profession.”

Nesrin plans to pursue a master’s
degree and hopes eventually to work

for the federal government on
different types of investigations.
She would also like to continue to
work with children through the
probation process.

Her past supervisor, Mike Vargas, a
deputy probation officer, said, “Nesrin
is assigned to the low-risk caseload
that involves keeping track of minors
as they complete their assigned
court orders.  She has a positive
attitude and is very professional
when dealing with clients.  I have
been very impressed with her work
ethic and understanding of her job.”

Nesrin’s current supervisor, Nuvia
Urizar, also a deputy probation
officer, said, “When Nesrin comes
into our office she is always smiling
and brings a positive energy with her.
She has been in our office a year and
is able to follow through in her
assignment independently.  Nesrin
speaks Spanish which has been a
great asset to our department as she
has been able to communicate with
Spanish-speaking parents.”

Jerry Johannessen updates archives.

category for The Wherehouse in
Colma.

Jerry and his wife Chris live in
Novato. They have two adult sons,
Erik and Sean, and a granddaugh-
ter, Claire.

Tanya Hower, Nutrition Intern, H&HS

Whitney Hudak, Deputy DA, DA

Connie Humphrey, Administrative Asst. ,HR

Laura Kerr, MFT Intern, H&HS

Kelley Litz, Proofreader, HR

Jennifer Overaa, Shelver, Fairfax Library

Miguel A. Pelayo, Fire Service Volunteer, Fire

Annemaree Rea, Shelver, Fairfax Library

Sharon Shirado, Dental Asst., H&HS

Niyesha Simpson, Intern, Probation

Ron Wagner, Lookout, Fire

J. Michael Wilroy, Web Master, Law Library

Alexa Witter, Liaison, LBW

By Barbara Webb

Bernard Geiger of Larkspur is The Volunteer View’s new copy editor and layout designer. Bernard, a consultant with a

background in finance, is an experienced investment newsletter editor with a degree in business administration from the

University of Washington. He will be working with volunteer writers Shirley Trimble and Barbara Webb. Bernard

replaces two former volunteers: layout editor Russ Bevans, who left Marin to become vice president of a design firm in

South Korea, and copy editor Tina Gallier, who has started her own business.  “We are delighted that Bernie is

contributing his editing expertise to the CCV team,” said CCV Volunteer Coordinator Anne Starr. “We thank Russ and

Tina for their years of service and welcome Bernie!”

Volunteer Bernard Geiger joins newsletter  team


