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Happy Anniversary

Civic Center Volunteers

Marin County Human Resources

3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 415

San Rafael, CA 94903

We congratulate these volunteers who celebrate their anniversaries
this month and thank them for their ongoing involvement.
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CCV Staff
Joan Brown

Volunteer & Employee Programs Manager

415-499-7167 FAX: 415-473-6557

jbrown@co.marin.ca.us

Anne Starr

Student Intern Coordinator

415-499-6028

astarr@co.marin.ca.us

Susan White

Administrative Coordinator

415-499-7407

slwhite@co.marin.ca.us

Volunteers

Barbara Webb, Profiles Writer

Shirley Trimble, Profiles Writer

Tina Gallier, Copy Editor

Ellen Obstler, Copy Editor

Russ Bevans, Layout Editor, on leave

Jerry Johannessen, Layout Editor

Steve Sarhad, Computer Consultant

Administrative Volunteers

Joanne Elder, Marie Fitzgerald,

Vivienne Freeman, Nancy Koors,

Susan Levine, and Eric Roddie

Intern Tina Huang helps to assure validity of
data for the Marin Women’s Study

July 2011

Tina Huang has been interning with the
Marin Women’s Study four to eight hours a
week since May 2009.  She said, “I have just
finished the data-cleaning project, which
involves pulling questionnaires that have
ambiguous or unclear answers. In the past,
I have also compiled data-coding dictionar-
ies, labeled variables using stat program-
ming codes, and entered written responses
from questionnaires into the Excel
worksheet.”

The Marin Women’s Study is a countywide
collaborative research program that aims
to discover why breast cancer rates are
high in Marin. Nearly 14,000 Marin women
have voluntarily participated in the study,
and countless volunteers have given their
time. Tina said, “The study drew my
attention not only because I have a back-
ground in science, but I’m very interested
in the statistical analysis and data manage- By Barbara Webb

A Reminder!

County offices will be closed
on Monday, July 4, in honor of
Independence Day.

2011 Marin County Fair
Golden Gate Bridge
Celebrating 75 years

The world’s most famous
bridge turns 75 on May 27,
2012 and our Fair is the first
public event to kick off this
momentous anniversary.

Civic Center Volunteers are
part of the fun. Volunteers
turn out in large numbers for
fair assignments. Last year,
652 CCVs participated!

The fair, open June 30
through July 4, features a
major Golden Gate Bridge
exhibit, concerts, fireworks,
and more. For details, visit
www.marinfair.org or call
415-499-6800.

In Memoriam

Long-time Marin County Fair
volunteer Velma Pera died
peacefully June 11.  An active
volunteer through June 10,
she “never missed a shift,”
said Exhibits Coordinator
Charlie Barboni. “She was
wonderful to work with and
we will miss her.”

Tina Huang supports cancer research.

13  years Matthew Ramsey (SR) Marine Patrol Vol., Sheriff

  9  years Doug Kunst (Danville) Lookout, Fire; Stan Rowan (Frfx) Driver, Fire

  8  years Lynda Beigel (Bol) Shelver, Bolinas Library

  5  years Pat Barton (Bol) Aide, Bolinas Library; Judy Countermine (SR) Advocate, H&HS

  3  years John Newman (SR) and Bruce Schomaker (Ptlma) Lookouts, Fire

  2  years Gregory E. Gulbrandson (MV) Tutor, Probation; Judy Morris (Nov) Aide, So. Novato Library;
Ellen Obstler (SR) Copy Editor, HR

  1  year Chrisula T.  Asimos, Maria Gregoriev, and  Roy Panelli  (SR), and Susan O’Brien (MV) FAST Team
Vols., H&HS; Bonnie Elliott (Nov) Shelver, Novato Library; Marge Genolio (PtRysSt) Shelver, Inverness
Library; Denise Leach (Nov) Aide, Novato Library; David Ngo (Nov) Processing Asst., Courts;
Barbara Reising (Nov) Marin Women’s Study Support Staff, H&HS; Bruce Schwarze (SR) Asst., Civic
Center Library; Betty Stewart, (SR) Receptionist, CS

ment aspect of research. I’m happy to
participate as a volunteer and hope
that my work has indirectly helped the
community to gain more knowledge
about the causes of high breast cancer
rates in Marin. It’s always a joy to give
to the community.”

Tina has a B.A. in molecular and cell
biology from UC Berkeley; a B.S. in
health science from University of the
Sciences, Philadelphia; and a profes-
sional certificate in clinical research
conduct and management from UC
Berkeley Extension. Her goal is to
become a research project manager in
the biotechnology or pharmaceutical
industry.  She said, “I think it would be a
rewarding experience to contribute to
the drug-development process and
save more people’s lives.”

She was born in Taipei, Taiwan, where
most of her family still resides.  She
currently lives in Tiburon.  An active
hiker, she belongs to the Cornerstone
Hiking Group and the Cal Alumni Club
of Marin. She is also a member of
Taiwanese-American Professionals.

Her supervisor, Elizabeth Levin, an
epidemiologist, said, “Tina is an excel-
lent addition to the Marin Women’s
Study Team.  Her work processing
study questionnaires helped to ensure
the validity of the data and will allow us
to get the highly anticipated results to
the community faster.  Tina is very
motivated and highly dedicated to her
work.  Her professional attitude and
strong work ethic make her an asset to
this organization.”

Big send-off for CCV founder Joan Brown
More than 250 well-wishers gathered at a lively celebration on June 23 to honor
retiring CCV founder Joan Brown.  During her career, she led CCV from zero
participants in 1979 to more than 8,400 in 2010, generating a total of over $125
million in services and shaping CCV into an international model for centralized
volunteer programs. Thank you, Joan!
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Experienced parent Lisa Frisch coaches new mom
Mill Valley resident Lisa Frisch
had already done those important
parent activities — PTA mom, Girl
Scout leader, and classroom aide
— to be involved in her child’s
early education.

When her daughter Emily turned
11, Lisa became a Parent Partner
in the Parent Partnership Project,
a new collaborative project of
Community Health and Prevention
Services and the Family Service
Agency. “This program seeks to
prevent post-partum depression,
reduce isolation, and provide
access to services for expectant
and early parenting families
through supportive relationships
with volunteer home visitors. In
essence, these Parent Partners are
someone families can count on
during what can be a challenging
transition,” explained Donna
West, Public Health Registered
Nurse and program supervisor.

Detail-oriented Kevin Cushing helps keep library books
in order for Novato patrons of Marin County Free Library

Mary Anne Bell helps community service run
smoothly at Marin County Superior Court

After Lisa’s 20-hour Parent Partner
training last fall, she was matched
with a 22-year-old single mom and
her now five-month-old son. She has
visited two to five hours a week
since before the young mom’s third
trimester of pregnancy and will stay
until the child is a year old.

 “I help the new mom form a good
attachment with her baby,” said Lisa.
“It’s the little things that count:
spending time, playing with and
offering affection to your baby. My
volunteer position is very rewarding.
I can see very visible growth every
time I visit my client mother and her
baby.”

Donna said, “Lisa is very supportive
of her parent in sharing her experi-
ence and realizes how critical a
caring person can be to a parent
alone.”

Lisa has a psychology degree from
the University of Michigan. She and
her “techie” husband, Michael Mee,
moved to Mill Valley two years ago
and they love to hike and explore the
Bay Area with Emily.

 Editor’s note: A training class for ten
new volunteers is planned for this fall.
Contact Donna West at 473-6166 for
information.

Heidi Adler (MV) Lookout, Fire

Guadalupe Avila (Nov) Advocate, H&HS

Ariana Barber (Nov) Reader, Novato Library

Leisly Barrios (SR) Child Engagement Asst., H&HS

John Beckerley (S Ger) Lookout, Fire

Anthony Beltramo (Ptlma) Firefighter, Fire

Barbara Boucke (Stin Bch) Shelver, Bolinas Library

Sarah Brewster (Wood) Sr. Peer Counselor, H&HS

Diane Campbell (SA) Homevisit Parent Partner, H&HS

Brian Cassel (Inver) Lookout, Fire

Kayla Casey (Nov) Shelver, Novato Library

Carol Cebe (Stin Bch) Shelver, Bolinas Library

Alan Chong (SF) Intern, H&HS

Adlah Chisti (SF) Extern, Courts

Jose Cosio (SR) Building Maint. Worker, CS

Jason Couch (SF) Intern, H&HS

Sandy Cross (Stin Bch) Shelver, Bolinas Library

James DeMoss (Oakley) Fire Serv.Vol., Fire

Nick Freeman (Kent) Firefighter, Fire

Anthony Hampton (Lkspr) Veterans Rep., H&HS

Lydia Hull (MV) Book Club Facil., CM Library

Stuart Hyde (CM) Guest Presenter, Courts

Kenia Jimenez (Nov) Event Aide, H&HS

Ian Kearns (Nov) Veterans Rep., H&HS

Catherine Klemme (Ptlma) Crime Analyst, Sheriff

Linda Krause (SR) Tutor, Courts

Monique La Fleur (SF) Trainee, H&HS

Jairo Leiva (Ptlma) Event Aide, H&HS

Charles Litchfield (SR) Extern, Courts

Daniella Lopez (Nov) Event Aide, H&HS

Luisa Manfredi-Batki (MV) Prevention Hub Intern, H&HS

Mark McLane (Frfx) Videographer, H&HS

Giha H. Nam (Nov) Intern, H&HS

Andrew Neilson (Okld) Deputy DA, District Attorney

Jeanne Nelson (Valjo) Event Aide, H&HS

Alison Nieh (Nov) Shelver, S. Novato Library

Carl Nolte (SF) Lookout, Fire

Steve Orsary (CM) Lookout, Fire

Sarah Rankin (Nov) Asst., Novato Library

Jonathan Richardson (SR) Firefighter, Fire

Brenda Roberts (Nov) Lookout, Fire

Linda Sampson (Nov) Reader, CC Library

David Spector (SR) Dental Asst., H&HS

Geizi Tuyub (SR) Event Aide, H&HS

Gaye Varnay (SR) Advocate, H&HS

Matthew Watson (Ptlma) Firefighter, Fire

Lauren Wood-Wright (SR) Child Engagement Asst., H&HS

Patrick Wu (Valjo) Event Aide, H&HS

Gary Yost (MV) Lookout, Fire

Luke Zhang (Tib) Event Aide, H&HS

Mary Anne Bell coordinates volunteers.

Mary Anne Bell volunteers eight
hours a week as a community
service volunteer coordinator at the
Marin County Superior Court.

She said, “I’ve been volunteering
since December,  2010 in the Crimi-
nal/Traffic Safe Management Division
of Superior Court.  As volunteer
coordinator I update and maintain

the community service list, serve
as a contact for the nonprofit
volunteer agencies, locate new
agencies, verify defendants’ time
sheets, and provide assistance to
defendants in locating an agency
or diversion program.”

Mary Anne, who lives with her
husband Paul in San Rafael, said, “I
am thrilled with my volunteer
work. Having had an interest in
the court system for many years, I
feel fortunate to have found this
opportunity.  I want to learn as
much as I can about the justice
system and contribute more to
the job as I learn.”

Mary Anne attended College of
Marin and Heald Business College.
She worked for many years at the
Bank of America world headquar-
ters in San Francisco. In 1980 she
joined the Independent Bankers
Trust Company (a subsidiary of
Bank of Marin), followed by 11

years at Westamerica Bank. She
retired in 1997 from her position as
acting corporate secretary and
assistant to the chairman, president
and CEO of Westamerica Bank.

Her supervisor, Commissioner
Beverly K. Wood, said, “Mary Anne
Bell is a gift.  Our work in community
service began three years ago when
the Community Advisory Committee
conducted an evaluation of the
court’s systems.  It then became clear
that we needed an organized, capable,
patient, and calm volunteer with
excellent communications skills to
help keep this system afloat. In
walked Mary Ann Bell, who has
become the resident expert on
community service, not only keeping
the system running smoothly, but
adding more opportunities for
defendants and improving the court’s
relationship with the providers. Thank
you, Mary Anne!”

Kevin Cushing keeps library books in order.

Recently, soft-spoken Kevin
Cushing was delighted to find a
small apartment just around the
corner from the Novato Library. “I’m
a real book buff,” he explained,
having earned a liberal arts degree
from Sonoma State University.

Since November, Kevin has volun-
teered as a shelf reader at the library
on Tuesday and Wednesday after-
noons, where he brings order to the
fiction, mystery, and childcare book
sections. “The work is really tedious
as he reads the spine of every book
by author and title,” said Kevin’s
supervisor, Library Assistant II,
Sandy Fong. “He is very detail-
oriented, dedicated, and really enjoys
his work. We really appreciate his
help as every book in the wrong
place is lost and not in circulation.”

Kevin enjoys working at his own
pace and especially appreciates
the helpful librarians. He values
volunteering and giving back at
the library.

Because of challenging health
circumstances, Kevin lived for

many years with his supportive mom
and stepfather in Novato. “I had
never lived on my own before, but
now I’ll be able to walk around town,
do my own shopping at Trader Joe’s,
and cook healthy meals,” he said. He
also volunteered for a short while at
the Novato Human Needs Center,
unloading grocery deliveries. Recently
he took a computer class in the
Marin Regional Occupational
Program.

Kevin is fond of reading and regularly
checks out books and nonviolent
movies that tell a good story. He
grew up in Marin, attended Redwood
High School, and jogged on Mt. Tam
and in Muir Woods as a teen. Kevin
continues to enjoy the outdoors.

Lisa Frisch brings parenting experience

to volunteer position.

By Shirley Trimble


