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DISCOVER
Summer 2014 News and Events
Director’s Message
Greetings all! It is summer and we are in full swing here at Marin County Parks, readying our lands for a full and bustling season. We continue to welcome record numbers of visitors into the parks and preserves, and offer great ranger and naturalist programs and volunteer opportunities for your whole family. Summer in Marin is especially appealing. Our richness of public lands provides such diversity of topography and microclimates, you can go out to play every day for a month and never repeat your experience.
If it’s too hot, head out to the coast or visit Gary Giacomini Open Space Preserve, where you will find lush redwood forests cloaked in cool, morning fog. If you want to be hot, hit Mount Burdell Preserve for a long bike ride or McInnis Park for a Sunday soccer match. 
The opportunities to enjoy the parks and preserves are endless—bird watch at Rush Creek Preserve, paddleboard at McNears Beach Park, or volunteer to pull weeds from the marsh in Hal Brown Park at Creekside.
It’s our job to keep the Marin County Civic Center grounds in top shape and at this time of year, that means preparing for the Marin County Fair, which will be held July 2-6. Our crews are also busy reducing dry vegetation adjacent to communities, to help protect them against the spread of fire. Almost all Marin wildfires are ignited by people or the infrastructure that serves us. Please do your part to keep your neighborhood safe. Do not smoke in the preserves. Be extremely careful with BBQ grills and disposal of charcoal. Avoid the use of outdoor fire pits. Create defensible space around your home to help firefighters if the worst happens. Be safe, but get outside and play! Visit marincountyparks.org for our summer events calendar, directions to your county parks and preserves, and a complete list of activities you and your family can enjoy when you visit.
Sincerely,
Linda Dahl, Director and General Manager

Bike Park Project Update
It has been an exciting few months since our spring update. Construction documents were completed, all permits have been received, and the project was approved by the Board of Supervisors. The bike park will be built in two phases to match fundraising. As this issue went to press, total funds raised to date had reached $592,850.
As currently envisioned, Phase 1 will develop approximately 50% of the 17-acre bike park and nearly two miles of trails and riding features for all skill levels. Other Phase 1 amenities include a new parking area, entry plaza, shaded picnic and seating area, an accessible pathway, and bike parking. 
The amazing fundraising efforts of the Friends of Stafford Lake Bike Park (Friends), a 501(c) (3) non-profit that was established to accept donations, are bringing this project to life. Since the Board of Supervisors first donated $50,000, Friends has raised funds and secured sponsorships, in amounts ranging from $1 to $100,000 and from over 200 families and six bike industry sponsors. Keep in touch with the Friends by visiting staffordlakebikepark.com. It’s the place to donate—we must raise more funds—as well as watch for future volunteer opportunities. Once the bike park is built, we’ll rely on volunteers to maintain it. Subscribe to marincountyparks.org to receive construction updates and to get the latest project news. 
SPECIAL NOTE: Phase 1 construction marks another important milestone for the department—the launch of our first-ever integrated Marin County Parks signage! Entry, wayfinding, orientation, interpretive, safety, resource protection, sponsorship, and so much more. Be on the lookout as we continue to test and install new signage in the parks, preserves, and multiuse pathways.
Community Center Shines
The Homestead Valley Community Center renovation project is nearly complete! Eager locals gathered this spring alongside Supervisor Steve Kinsey, to celebrate the grand reopening event. Though final finishing touches are still in the works, this beloved community treasure is now open for use, just in time for summer.
Fuel, Fire, Feathers, and Fur
Spring is an important period in the lifecycle of many of Marin’s animals—establishing territories and rearing young are crucial to the success of every species. Spring is also an important time to prepare for the coming summer fire season (especially during successive drought years as we are currently experiencing). Winter rains lead to increased plant material that can act as fuel during the summer. At first glance, mowing and wildlife may seem separate, but conflicts can arise when power tools such as brush cutters and mowers are used to reduce fuel loads in the presence of nesting birds, burrowing badgers, or denning coyotes (particularly active March - August). At Marin County Parks, we survey all fuel reduction sites prior to bringing in mechanical equipment, and work hard to avoid negative impacts to the wildlife that live within our preserves. We encourage you, too, to stay fire safe, but also look out for vulnerable animals while doing so.
New Addition
Through a collaboration with the Pacheco Valle community, Marin Open Space Trust, and the City of Novato, Marin County Parks is finalizing the purchase of the “Pacheco Meadows” parcels, approximately 15 acres of land at the entrance to Pacheco Valle and adjacent to the former Marin Independent Journal building. The land serves as a visual gateway and consists of a combination of steep vegetated slopes and meadowlands adjacent to Pacheco Creek. The area supports native oak and bay woodlands, grasslands, and riparian areas, and provides habitat for many species of birds and wildlife. The property would become a new addition to the Pacheco Valle Preserve. 
The community of Pacheco Valle held a special election on January 7, 2014; approximately 95% of the voters participating in the election voted in favor of a new tax to fund this purchase. With the funding secure, the Marin County Open Space District Board of Directors voted to accept the property and permanently protect it as open space. This acquisition (which should be complete in June) was almost entirely driven by determined members of the community who worked tirelessly to make it happen. Marin County Parks is proud to have participated in this effort to preserve important open space lands.
RTMP and VBMP Updates
Both draft plans continue to move through the environmental review process. RTMP: Following changes to the Draft RTMP, we expect to recirculate its Draft Tiered Program EIR this summer, including a 45-day comment period. VBMP: We expect to release its Draft Tiered Program EIR in fall 2014. Subscribe to Marincountyparks.org for updates.
Measure A Update
On May 15, 2014 the Marin County Parks and Open Space Commission voted to recommend six grant awards for final approval by the Board of Supervisors. A total of $100,000 in grants this year will further efforts by community partners to connect underserved communities with our parks and preserves, as well as our volunteer and environmental education programs. Grantees will expand existing programs to connect seniors and youth to nature through hikes in our preserves, connect teens to mountain biking, enable Marin City Community Service District summer programs to utilize our parks and preserves, improve transportation resources for isolated communities to access parks and programs, train “Park Promotoras” to build community relationships with the outdoors, and more! A complete list of awards and project information will be available on our Measure A webpage at marincountyparks.org. 
The Measure A Community Oversight Committee met for the first time on May 29, 2014 to begin their work overseeing Measure A expenditures and the annual reporting and auditing process. The current fiscal year comes to an end June 30. Be on the lookout for an updated list of completed Measure A projects at marincountyparks.org, the first Measure A annual report, and signs with the Measure A logo in a park near you identifying improvements made possible by Measure A.
Newsletter on Hiatus
The fall 2014 issue of Discover will go on temporary hiatus as we produce the first Measure A annual report. The report will include financial information, news, project and program updates about all Marin County Parks divisions, including the parks, landscape services, and the Open Space District.



VOLUNTEER DAYS
Volunteer days offer hands-on land stewardship experience. We provide a forum for the community to help us take care of the parks and preserves that we all enjoy. Opportunities include habitat restoration, trail improvement, litter pick-up, and landscape maintenance. Though the work varies in physical demand, a variety of activities are available for all ages and abilities. We provide water, gloves, tools, and training. Bring snacks or a lunch, sun block, a hat, and a refillable water container. Wear sturdy shoes and layered clothes.
Friday, June 6. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Be a part of the team working to restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon! You’ll learn the value of protecting this little oasis, and how to identify and remove the invasive species that threaten it. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Volunteer work involves bending and kneeling. Dress in layers you can get dirty. Wear sturdy shoes and bring a water bottle. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Snacks and water will be provided but bring a lunch. For updates and RSVP: Contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, June 7. 9am to 12pm
National Trails Day – Mill Valley
We are partnering with the San Francisco Bay Trail Project to clean up the Sausalito/Mill Valley Multiuse Pathway and Bothin Marsh Open Space Preserve! Learn about the exciting work of the Bay Trail Project and pitch in to clean up this beautiful and very popular pathway (used approximately 1 million times each year!). Volunteers of all ages are encouraged to attend. Dress in layers and wear sturdy shoes. Snacks and water will be provided. RSVP’s are greatly appreciated but not required. Questions or to RSVP: Contact Volunteer Coordinator Kirk Schroeder at (415) 763-2977 or KSchroeder@marincounty.org. Meet at the end of Sycamore Ave on the multiuse pathway in Mill Valley. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take the exit for E Blithedale Ave west 0.7 miles. Turn left onto Camino Alto, left onto Sycamore Ave, and follow to end (dead end).
Saturday, June 7. 9am to 12pm
National Trails Day – Novato
Join the Trail Maintenance Team and Boy Scout Troop 59 from Greenbrae to restore trail on Little Mountain Preserve and on the Stafford Lake Trail. We will be maintaining a section of Bay Area Ridge Trail that links Indian Tree and Mount Burdell preserves. Trail work is strenuous and involves the use of hand tools on uneven terrain. The project is best suited to volunteers over 12 years of age. Dress in layers and wear sturdy shoes. Snacks, water and lunch will be provided. Questions or to RSVP: Contact Volunteer Coordinator Greg Reza at (415) 473-3778 or GReza@marincounty.org. Meet at Little Mountain Preserve trailhead at the end of Kathleen Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.7 miles. San Marin Dr turns into Sutro Ave and follow Sutro Ave 0.4 miles. Turn right onto Center Rd and take the first right onto Trish Rd. Trish Rd turns slightly right and becomes Kathleen Dr.
Saturday, June 21. 9am to 12pm
Creekside Restoration with Save The Bay
Join Marin County Parks and Save The Bay staff to learn about the history of San Francisco Bay and Creekside Marsh, and be a part of a community-based effort to enrich important habitat areas of Hal Brown Park! Volunteers of all ages are encouraged to attend! Pre-registration is required. To register, or for additional information, visit savesfbay.org.
Saturday, June 21. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Be a part of the team working to restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon! You’ll learn the value of protecting this little oasis, and how to identify and remove the invasive species that threaten it. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Volunteer work involves bending and kneeling. Dress in layers you can get dirty. Wear sturdy shoes and bring a water bottle. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Lunch will be provided. For updates and RSVP: Contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, June 28. 10am to 1pm
Ring Mountain Grassland Restoration 
Join us for our monthly drop-in volunteer workday as we focus on restoring the grasslands of Ring Mountain! Ring Mountain is home to numerous rare and endangered plant species, but this habitat is being threatened by invasive species. This month, we will focus on learning to identify native grasses in order to collect their seeds! We will use these seeds to grow natives in our nursery and later plant them out on Ring Mountain in our restoration plots. Work is mildly strenuous and takes place on uneven terrain, but is family friendly. Drop-in days are held on the last Saturday of every month (except November and December) from 10am to 1pm. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Questions: Contact Ring Mountain Stewardship Coordinator Sarah Minnick at (415) 473-5058 or SMinnick@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take the exit for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 miles. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end).
Monday, July 7. 4:30pm to 6pm
Civic Center Grounds Clean-up
We will work to get the Civic Center grounds back into tip-top shape after the most extensive period of use of the year, the Marin County Fair. We will focus on litter pick-up around Lagoon Park and the perimeter areas of the Civic Center. Volunteers of all ages are encouraged to attend! Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Snacks will be provided. RSVP’s are greatly appreciated but not required. Late arrivals are okay. Questions or to RSVP: Contact Volunteer Coordinator Kirk Schroeder at (415) 763-2977 or KSchroeder@marincounty.org. Meet at the War Memorial at Avenue of the Flags. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 take the exit for N San Pedro Rd (from the Hwy 101 south, follow signs to get to N San Pedro). Turn left on Civic Center Dr (at stop light) and follow for 0.5 miles, turn right on Avenue of the Flags, and follow to parking lot.
Friday, July 11. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Be a part of the team working to restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon! You’ll learn the value of protecting this little oasis, and how to identify and remove the invasive species that threaten it. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Volunteer work involves bending and kneeling. Dress in layers you can get dirty. Wear sturdy shoes and bring a water bottle. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Snacks and water will be provided but bring a lunch. For updates and RSVP: Contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, July 19. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Be a part of the team working to restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon! You’ll learn the value of protecting this little oasis, and how to identify and remove the invasive species that threaten it. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Volunteer work involves bending and kneeling. Dress in layers you can get dirty. Wear sturdy shoes and bring a water bottle. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Lunch will be provided. For updates and RSVP: Contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, July 26. 10am to 1pm
Ring Mountain Grassland Restoration 
Join us for our monthly drop-in volunteer workday as we focus on restoring the grasslands of Ring Mountain! Ring Mountain is home to numerous rare and endangered plant species, but this habitat is being threatened by invasive species. This month we will be working in Ring Mountain’s freshwater marsh, removing highly invasive tall fescue plants. Come out and help to preserve marshland – one of the most threatened habitat types in the San Francisco Bay! Work will be moderately strenuous. Drop-in days are held on the last Saturday of every month (except November and December) from 10am to 1pm. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Questions: Contact Ring Mountain Stewardship Coordinator Sarah Minnick at (415) 473-5058 or SMinnick@marincounty.org. Meet at the Phyllis Ellman trailhead on Paradise Dr in Corte Madera. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take the exit for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 miles. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1 mile (go past Westward Dr). The gate is on the right.
Friday, August 1. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Be a part of the team working to restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon! You’ll learn the value of protecting this little oasis, and how to identify and remove the invasive species that threaten it. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Volunteer work involves bending and kneeling. Dress in layers you can get dirty. Wear sturdy shoes and bring a water bottle. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Snacks and water will be provided but bring a lunch. For updates and RSVP: Contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, August 16. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Be a part of the team working to restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon! You’ll learn the value of protecting this little oasis, and how to identify and remove the invasive species that threaten it. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Volunteer work involves bending and kneeling. Dress in layers you can get dirty. Wear sturdy shoes and bring a water bottle. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Lunch will be provided. For updates and RSVP: Contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Sunday, August 17. 9am to 12pm
Black Point Boat Launch Spruce-up
Help us clean-up this popular boat launch in Novato. We will improve the central landscaped area of the park, remove invasive plants, and pick up litter. Dress in layers, bring a hat, and wear sturdy shoes. Portions of the project will take place on steep and uneven terrain but volunteers of all ages are welcome and encouraged to attend! Snacks and water will be provided. RSVP’s are greatly appreciated but not required. Questions or to RSVP: Contact Volunteer Coordinator Kirk Schroeder at (415) 763-2977 or email KSchroeder@marincouny.org. Meet at the Black Point Boat Launch on Harbor Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for Napa/Vallejo (Hwy 37) east 2.6 miles. Take the Atherton Ave exit towards Black Point, merge onto Harbor Dr, and follow for 0.7 miles. The boat launch is on the right, under the bridge.
Saturday, August 30. 10am to 1pm
Ring Mountain Grassland Restoration 
Join us for our monthly drop-in volunteer workday as we focus on restoring the grasslands of Ring Mountain! Ring Mountain is home to numerous rare and endangered plant species, but this habitat is being threatened by invasive species. Volunteer work may include weeding, seed collecting, tarping, fence construction, and/or installing native plants. Educational components are included as we discuss the plants and animals that inhabit this unique place and explain how volunteer activities are having a positive impact. Work is mildly strenuous and usually requires a short hike to the site. Drop-in days are held on the last Saturday of every month (except November and December) from 10am to 1pm. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Questions: Contact Ring Mountain Stewardship Coordinator Sarah Minnick at (415) 473-5058 or SMinnick@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take the exit for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 miles. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end).


NATURALIST WALKS
These outings are for ages 15 and up who are interested in the diverse flora and fauna of Marin County. Our walks cover a variety of topics; some are quite specific, others are more general, but we never fail to take a moment to marvel at whatever natural wonders we encounter. Binoculars, a pocket sized magnifying lens, and your favorite field guide(s) are recommended for all walks. Most of the walks are moderately paced and cover less than 5 miles. Walks that are longer or more strenuous are noted in the descriptions. Bring a lunch if you plan to stay all day, and remember to bring plenty of water.
Tuesday, June 3. 9am to 2pm
Birds and Flowers at Loma Alta
This public trail easement passes through some great wildflower habitats including serpentine soil that hosts several unusual species. It’s also one of the best places to see some great birds, including grasshopper sparrows, horned larks, and lazuli buntings. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate to Loma Alta Fire Rd on Lucas Valley Rd in San Rafael. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for Lucas Valley Rd west approximately 5.5 miles. Look for the big rock and roadside parking. The gate is on the south side (or left) of Lucas Valley Rd.
Thursday, June 12. 10am to 12pm
Summertime Steelhead Stroll 
We usually think of winter rains and high creek flows when we think of steelhead, but the juvenile fish are found year-round in cool, shaded pools of freshwater streams. We’ll see if we can glimpse a few as we discuss the important habitat requirements of this federally and state threatened species. This summer, in order to improve habitat and reduce sediment contributions into the watershed, Marin County Parks will be upgrading Cascade Fire Road. Join Naturalist Shannon Burke and Resource Specialist Matt Sagues at Cascade Canyon to learn about the life cycle of steelhead and more about the work we’re doing to protect this sensitive species. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Cascade Dr. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west to Fairfax 3.4 miles. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, turn right onto Broadway and make first left onto Bolinas Rd 0.4 miles, slight right onto Cascade Dr (at the stop sign) continue about 1.5 miles to the gate (dead end). Parking is limited.
Tuesday, June 17. 9am to 1pm 
Birds at Mount Burdell
We’ll get an early start so we can focus on vocalizations. Bird activity should be at its peak: Some species will be working overtime to satisfy their ravenous broods, some will be tending newly fledged young, and a few will even be tending new nests. Bring lunch. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 miles. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
 Wednesday, June 18. 7pm to 8pm
Butterflies of Marin County
This summer, Marin County Parks is participating in the Marin County Free Library Adult Summer Reading Program by offering lectures on local wildlife. Butterflies are some of the most beautiful and popular insects, and they are also fascinating creatures. This lecture will focus on the life stories of our local species, where to find them, how to identify them, and what you can do to share your garden with them. Questions: Contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Fairfax Library in Fairfax (2097 Sir Francis Drake Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 5.5 miles. Library is on the left.
Sunday, June 22. 9am to 2pm
Indian Tree
We’ll try to make it to the top for lunch, but that will depend on how many flowers, birds, butterflies, and other discoveries catch our eye along the way. We’ll ascend through a series of cool forests to the top of the ridge where giant redwoods catch the summer fog. The trek to the summit is long, but worth every step. (Distance: 6.5 miles; elevation gain: 1,300 feet.) This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the trailhead on Vineyard Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.7 miles. San Marin Dr turns into Sutro Ave at Novato Blvd. Follow Sutro Ave 1 mile, turn right at Vineyard Rd and follow 1 mile. Trailhead is on the left where the paved road becomes a dirt road. 
Tuesday, June 24. 4pm to 5pm
Butterflies of Marin County
This summer, Marin County Parks is participating in the Marin County Free Library Adult Summer Reading Program by offering lectures on local wildlife. Butterflies are some of the most beautiful and popular insects, and they are also fascinating creatures. This lecture will focus on the life stories of our local species, where to find them, how to identify them, and what you can do to share your garden with them. Questions: Contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Novato Library in Novato (1720 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for De Long Ave east. After 0.05 miles continue on Diablo Ave, turn right on Novato Blvd and follow 0.5 miles. Library is on the right.
Saturday, June 28. 10am to 2pm
Bahia
This open oak woodland at the edge of the San Pablo Bay wetlands is a great destination on a summer day. We’ll take advantage of the dappled shade while watching for adult birds tending their young, butterflies patrolling the trails, and some late season flowers if we’re lucky. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the Bahia trailhead near the end of Bahia Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for Atherton Ave east approximately 1 mile. Turn left onto Bugeia Ln, which turns into Bahia Dr at the “y”. Follow Bahia Dr approximately 0.5 miles. Trailhead is on the left before Bahia Dr dead ends. 
Thursday, July 3. 10am to 2pm
Indian Valley
This preserve on the north side of Big Rock Ridge has a nice selection of trails that pass through a series of cool valleys and shaded ridges. The local birds will be busy caring for their newly fledged young and the pools along the intermittent creeks should be filled with interesting creatures. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the College of Marin Indian Valley Campus in Novato, parking lot 6 (1800 Ignacio Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the Ignacio Blvd/Bel Marin Keys Blvd exit west on Ignacio Blvd approximately 2.5 miles all the way through campus. Parking lot 6 is adjacent to the police station. Parking fee is $3.
Sunday, July 6. 10am to 2pm
Focus on Butterflies at Roy’s Redwoods
This preserve is a great spot to see a variety of butterflies: Blues, swallowtails, admirals, sisters, buckeyes, checkerspots, crescents and many more. We’ll take the time to observe them as they go about their business of finding nectar, attracting mates, detecting the proper plants to lay eggs on and engaging in a practice called “puddling”. If you’re not sure what “puddling” is, you’ll have to join us and see. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Roy’s Redwoods Loop trailhead on Nicasio Valley Rd in San Geronimo. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 8.6 miles, turn right onto Nicasio Valley Rd. Gate is approximately 0.5 miles up on the right. 
Wednesday, July 9. 12pm to 1pm
Mammals of Marin
This summer, Marin County Parks is participating in the Marin County Free Library Adult Summer Reading Program by offering lectures on local wildlife. This presentation will provide an overview of the many species of mammals that are found here, from bats, to the occasional black bear. We will cover the species that we see nearly every day like deer and squirrels, and we’ll also talk about some of the seldom seen residents like mountain beavers and badgers. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet in Room 427 at the Civic Center Library in San Rafael (3501 Civic Center Dr).  DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101, take the exit for N San Pedro Rd east. (If coming from Hwy 101 south, follow signs to get to N San Pedro Rd). Turn left onto Civic Center Dr, then turn left onto Peter Behr Dr. The entrance to the Civic Center is at the top of the archway.
Saturday, July 12. 9am to 2pm
White Hill
We’ll aim for lunch at the summit, but if it’s too hot we might just find a perfect shaded meadow on the ridge. We’ll make the 1,000 foot ascent at a pace that will allow us to enjoy all of the scenery we encounter along the way. (6.5 miles round trip.) This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the roadside parking area near the top of White Hill Grade on Sir Francis Drake Blvd. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 6 miles. Park in the big gravel pullout on the right side, below the crest of the hill. 
Thursday, July 17. 7pm to 8pm
Mammals of Marin
This summer, Marin County Parks is participating in the Marin County Free Library Adult Summer Reading Program by offering lectures on local wildlife. This presentation will provide an overview of the many species of mammals that are found here, from bats, to the occasional black bear. We will cover the species that we see nearly every day like deer and squirrels, and we’ll also talk about some of the seldom seen residents like mountain beavers and badgers. Questions: contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Corte Madera Library in Corte Madera (707 Meadowsweet Dr). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take the exit for Tamalpais Dr west. Turn left onto Stanford St and turn right on Meadowsweet Dr. Library is on the right.
Friday, July 18. 10am to 2pm
Summer Botany at Bull Point
The moist, coastal climate of Point Reyes makes this one of the few places in Marin to enjoy a diverse array of wildflowers during the summer. With most of the county showing the effects of a dry winter and spring, we’ll take advantage of habitats ranging from freshwater marsh to coastal dunes, which support an assortment of unique plants and many gorgeous flowers. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Bull Point trailhead in Point Reyes National Seashore. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn right onto Hwy 1 and go 2 miles. Turn left onto Sir Francis Drake Blvd and go 11.7 miles. Trailhead is on the left (before the North Beach turnoff).
Sunday, July 20. 9am to 2pm
Indian Tree
We’ll try to make it to the top for lunch, but that will depend on how many flowers, birds, butterflies, and other discoveries catch our eye along the way. We’ll ascend through a series of cool forests to the top of the ridge where giant redwoods catch the summer fog. The trek to the summit is long, but worth every step. (Distance: 6.5 miles; elevation gain: 1,300 feet.) This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the trailhead on Vineyard Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.7 miles. San Marin Dr turns into Sutro Ave at Novato Blvd. Follow Sutro Ave 1 mile, turn right at Vineyard Rd and follow 1 mile. Trailhead is on the left where the paved road becomes a dirt road. 
Thursday, July 31. 10am to 2pm
Dragonflies!
Dragonflies are among the most fascinating and beautiful insects on earth. We’ll learn to identify the different species in the hand as well as on the wing, and will observe and discuss their behavior as they perform aerial acrobatics and interact with each other. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Lake Lagunitas parking area. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 5 miles to Fairfax. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, immediate right onto Broadway Blvd, left onto Bolinas Rd for 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Sky Oaks Rd. At approximately 0.5 miles, stop and pay $8 parking fee, then follow signs to Lake Lagunitas (end of Sky Oaks Rd).
Sunday, August 3. 9am to 2pm
Gary Giacomini 
We’ll start the morning with a slow ascent from the valley floor to the San Geronimo Ridge. It’s a sustained climb but once we reach the top we will enjoy amazing views and the Pygmy Sargent Cypress forest that makes this preserve so unique. (Distance: 8.0 miles; elevation gain: 1,000 feet). For lunch we’ll drop down to a shaded clearing among towering Redwoods and Douglas-firs. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on Redwood Canyon Dr in San Geronimo. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 7.7 miles. Turn left onto Railroad Ave, sharp right onto San Geronimo Valley Dr, and take the second left onto Redwood Canyon Dr. The gate is immediately on the right.
Thursday, August 7. 10am to 2pm
Cascade Canyon 
Shaded forests and serpentine laced clearings will reward us with a variety of natural wonders as we explore the upper reaches of the canyon, which still holds water and acts as a magnet for wildlife. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Cascade Dr. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west to Fairfax 3.4 miles. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, turn right onto Broadway and make first left onto Bolinas Rd 0.4 miles, slight right onto Cascade Dr (at the stop sign) continue about 1.5 miles to the gate (dead end). Parking is limited. 
Tuesday, August 12. 7pm to 9pm
Evening at Roy’s Redwoods 
We’ll enjoy a quiet walk as the light fades and the day cools, ending the evening in the large meadow at the edge of the redwoods. This is a perfect spot to look and listen for a few different species of owls. We’ll look for owl pellets and discuss what makes these nocturnal raptors so unique. Bring a flashlight. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the Roy’s Redwoods Loop trailhead on Nicasio Valley Rd in San Geronimo. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 8.6 miles, turn right onto Nicasio Valley Rd. Gate is approximately 0.5 miles on the right. 
Sunday, August 17. 10am to 2pm
Plant Galls at Mount Burdell 
There are many ingenious creatures that have devised ways to trick plants into growing structures, called galls, that shelter and feed them. We’ll examine an amazing array of bizarre and beautiful galls as we learn the incredible life cycles of the gall makers. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 miles. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Saturday, August 23. 10am to 2pm
Birds at Rush Creek  
As summer draws to a close we’ll visit this bayside preserve where we might get a look at some of the earlier migrants that are headed south, including willow flycatchers and western tanagers. The exposed mudflats in the marsh may also be full of shorebirds newly arrived from their arctic breeding grounds. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Pinheiro Fire Rd gate on Binford Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for Atherton Ave east. Turn left onto Binford Rd. The gate is on the right. 
Thursday, August 28. 10am to 2pm
Focus on Insects at Stafford Lake
This is a great place to find a variety of insects. We’ll talk about the life history strategies that have made insects some of the most successful animals in the world. We’ll discuss basic identification, but most of all, we will marvel at their diversity – from aquatic gargoyles to delicate butterflies and more. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the last parking lot. Park entrance is free.

FAMILY WALKS
Our family walks are intended for families that want to explore nature together. Bring your kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews, neighbors, or any other inquisitive youngsters in your life who would appreciate a deeper connection to nature. This is not a “drop off” program, we want you to stay and enjoy the experience too. We set out to search for natural wonders and share what we find with one another. The most important take-home message is that animals and the habitats in which they live are fascinating and delicate things that should be treated gently. Bring a lunch, we usually stop to eat at about 11:30am, and remember to bring plenty of water.
Saturday, June 7. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids at Deer Island
This is a Healthy Parks Healthy People Event
We’ll follow the 2.3 mile loop trail around this “island” and look for all of the wildlife and late blooming flowers that thrive here. There should be plenty of butterflies and other interesting insects to see as well as lizards, birds, and gorgeous trees to shade us. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on Deer Island Ln in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for Atherton Ave east 1.7 miles. Turn right onto Olive Ave and left onto Deer Island Ln. The gate is on your right.
Thursday, June 26. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids at Indian Valley
We’ll start the day looking for bugs and lizards, and if we’re lucky we might even find young frogs or toads that are looking for a cool, moist place to hide for the summer. After that we’ll head into the forest which is also a good place to find wildlife. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the College of Marin Indian Valley Campus in Novato, parking lot 6 (1800 Ignacio Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the Ignacio Blvd/Bel Marin Keys Blvd exit west on Ignacio Blvd approximately 2.5 miles all the way through campus. Parking lot 6 is adjacent to the police station. Parking fee is $3.
Tuesday, July 22. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids: Dragonflies!
We’ll learn all about these fascinating insects that have been on earth since before the age of dinosaurs. We’ll observe and discuss their behavior as they perform aerial acrobatics and interact with each other. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Lake Lagunitas parking area. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 5 miles to Fairfax. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, immediate right onto Broadway Blvd, left onto Bolinas Rd for 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Sky Oaks Rd. At approximately 0.5 miles, stop and pay $8 parking fee, then follow signs to Lake Lagunitas (end of Sky Oaks Rd). 
Tuesday, August 19. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids: Insects at Stafford Lake
We’ll start the day with a look at the insect life that we can find in and around the pond, then we’ll head down the trail to see the different types of insects that live in the marshes, forests and grasslands nearby. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: Contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the last parking lot. Park entrance is free.

RANGER ACTIVITIES
Rangers host a variety of family-friendly events for all ages and interests. We offer barbeques, bike rides, campfires, fishing derbies, horseback rides, interpretive hikes, outdoor safety and skills seminars, skateboard contests, stargazing, and more! Bring snacks, water, and sun block.
Friday, June 6. 4pm to 7pm 
McNears Beach Block Party 
Join us at McNears Beach Park to launch the weekend off with a “welcome to summer” block party! There will be food available from Andy's Local Market, live music, swimming, paddleboards, and plenty of fun for the whole family. Free parking and pool use! Questions: Contact Supervising Ranger Dan Sauter at DSauter@marincounty.org. Meet at the snack bar in McNears Beach Park in San Rafael (201 Cantera Way). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for Central San Rafael east. Take 2nd St east, which merges into 3rd St, and then turns into Point San Pedro Rd. Follow Point San Pedro Rd for 3.6 miles, turn right at Cantera Way, and follow to the large parking lot at the end.
Friday, June 13. 7:30pm to 9pm
Friday the 13th Not Afraid of the Dark Hike
Come enjoy Old St Hilary’s at night! Join Ranger Felicity Hartnett to avoid the black cats, ladders, and other superstitions on this day for a pleasant short hike through Old St Hilary’s preserve. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring a flashlight. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. RSVP’s are appreciated but not required. Questions or to RSVP: Contact Felicity Hartnett at FHartnett@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Lyford Dr in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take the exit for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Lyford Dr and follow to the end (dead end). 
Saturday, June 14. 9am to 1pm
Father’s Day Weekend Fishing Derby
Join rangers for our fishing contest at Paradise Beach Park! Prizes will be awarded for the first fish, the biggest fish, and the heaviest fish! A limited number of fishing poles and bait will be provided first-come, first-served to beginners, thanks to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. A valid California fishing license is required when fishing from the shore, not from the pier. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: Contact Supervising Ranger Mike Maraccini at (415) 435-9212 or MMaraccini@marincounty.org. Meet at the fishing pier in Paradise Beach Park in Tiburon (3450 Paradise Dr). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take the exit for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Trestle Glen Blvd, right onto Paradise Dr, and follow for 1.5 miles. The park is on the left. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, June 14. 10am to 12pm
Art in the Park 
Bring the whole family out to scenic Stafford Lake Park to paint the oak studded grasslands of beautiful North Marin. Art supplies, smocks, and healthy snacks will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: Contact Ranger Sarah Burkhart at (415) 897-0618 or SBurkhart@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate house at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left and the gate house is the first structure you see. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, June 21. 9:30am to 12pm
New Year’s Resolution Hike
Remember that New Year’s resolution to hit the gym and work out more? It’s not too late to try again! Join Ranger Felicity Hartnett to enjoy the pleasant scenery of Loma Alta for a moderate 5.5 mile morning hike. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and snacks. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. RSVP’s are appreciated but not required. Questions or to RSVP: Contact Felicity Hartnett at FHartnett@marincounty.org. Meet at the roadside parking area near the top of White Hill Grade on Sir Francis Drake Blvd. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the exit for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 6 miles. Park in the big gravel pullout on the right side, below the crest of the hill.
Saturday, June 21. 7:30pm to 9pm
Sunset Solstice Hike
Join us at Big Rock Trail and unwind as we end the longest day of the year in the beautiful Lucas Valley Preserve. Ranger Luke Bishop will lead a short hike to one of the best sunset viewing spots in all of open space. Participates must bring a flashlight for the hike back down. Please dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and snacks. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space Districts preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Luke Bishop at (415) 473-2816 or LkBishop@marincounty.org. Meet at the Big Rock trailhead in San Rafael. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for Lucas Valley Rd west approximately 5.5 miles (look for the big rock). The trailhead is on the north side of Lucas Valley Rd.
Saturday, June 28. 5pm to 8pm
Big Trees Trek
Feel like those summer days are drifting away? Come join Ranger Ian McLorg for a summer evening hike. The plan is for a fun, up-tempo excursion on the spectacular Big Trees Trail in the Indian Tree Preserve. The emphasis of the hike is to get your heart pumping! Please dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring plenty of water and high energy snacks. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space Districts preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Ian McLorg at (415) 473-2816 or IMcLorg@marincounty.org. Meet at the trailhead on Vineyard Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.7 miles. San Marin Dr turns into Sutro Ave at Novato Blvd. Follow Sutro Ave 1 mile, turn right at Vineyard Rd and follow 1 mile. Trailhead is on the left where the paved road becomes a dirt road.
Thursday, July 3. 9:30am to 11am
Junior Rangers: Where Did the Animals Go?
Join us for a junior ranger program, created to teach youth about outdoor skills, natural history, and environmental stewardship. These activities are intended for 7-12 year olds, though explorers of all ages are welcome. Join Ranger Mike Warner for an easy nature walk to explore and find out where the animals on Mount Burdell go during the summer time. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Carlos Way in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.1 miles. Turn right onto San Carlos Way and follow to end (dead end). 
Friday, July 4. 8:30pm to 10:30pm
Fair Fireworks and S’more Feast 
In celebration of our nation’s birthday, come see the Marin County Fair fireworks from the top of the Nike Site at McInnis Park. It is an easy uphill stroll from the skate park parking lot to sweeping views of the Bay and surrounding hills, including China Camp State Park and iconic Mount Tamalpais. Rangers will roast up s’mores just in time for the firework show that begins promptly at 9:30pm. Please dress in layers and wear sturdy shoes. Questions: Contact Ranger Blain Thompson at (415) 446-4423 or BThompson@marincounty.org. Meet at the tennis courts at McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 miles. Go through entrance and look for the softball field on the right, turn right, then immediate left into the dock parking area. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, July 5. 10am to 12pm
Fun Family Walk 
This is a Healthy Parks, Healthy People event
Come out and enjoy a beautiful summer morning and gorgeous views while participating in an easy going, 1 mile walk with your family in this beautiful bayside park. Please dress in layers and wear sturdy shoes. Water and healthy snacks will be provided. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. Questions: Contact Supervising Ranger Audrea Bocchi at (415) 446-4423 or ABocchi@marincounty.org. Meet at the Hillside picnic area in McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 miles. Drive over the railroad tracks and immediately turn left to stay on Smith Ranch Rd. (If you go through the park entrance, you have gone too far). Look for the sign for Hillside picnic area and turn right; Hillside is immediately on the right. Park entrance is free.
Sunday, July 6. 11:30am to 1:30pm
Build Hummingbird Feeders
Come enjoy a fun and easy woodworking project and help attract birds to your summer garden. Bring your “junior woodworker” and join the rangers at Stafford Lake Park to assemble and decorate hummingbird feeders. We will use reclaimed materials; all skill levels are welcome and no experience is necessary. Kits and healthy snacks will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Please reserve your spot (and your kit) by emailing staffordpark@marincounty.org. Questions: Contact Michael Campos at (415) 897-0618. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the first parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Wednesday, July 16. 9:30am to 12:30pm
Junior Rangers: Birding Adventure
Join us for a junior ranger program, created to teach youth about outdoor skills, natural history, and environmental stewardship. These activities are intended for 7-12 year olds, though explorers of all ages are welcome. Christin Lopez will lead a birding adventure at Rush Creek Preserve. As we hike we will discuss birds commonly found in the area this time of year, unique attributes of different groups of birds, and identification for the beginner. Following our walk we will have lunch and share all the cool facts we learned about birds! Dress in layers and wear sturdy shoes. Bring water and lunch, and binoculars if you have them. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Christin Lopez at (415) 473-2816 or CLopez@marincounty.org. Meet at the Bahia trailhead near the end of Bahia Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for Atherton Ave east approximately 1 mile. Turn left onto Bugeia Ln, which turns into Bahia Dr at the “y”. Follow Bahia Dr approximately 0.5. Trailhead is on the left before Bahia Dr dead ends.
Friday, July 18. 5pm to 6pm 
Adult Swim Lessons
Are you over 18 and afraid of the water? Always wanted to learn to swim? Join rangers and lifeguards at the McNears Beach pool and learn core swimming skills. The swim lesson is free with the $10 park entrance fee. Questions: Contact Supervising Ranger Dan Sauter at (415) 446-4424 or DSauter@marincounty.org. Meet at the snack bar in McNears Beach Park in San Rafael (201 Cantera Way). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for Central San Rafael east. Take 2nd St east, which merges into 3rd St, and then turns into Point San Pedro Rd. Follow Point San Pedro Rd for 3.6 miles, turn right at Cantera Way, and follow to the large parking lot at the end.
Sunday, July 20. 11am to 1pm
Fun Family Crafts 
Bring your creativity to Paradise Beach Park and make fun nature crafts with a ranger. Supplies and healthy snacks will be provided. This event is for all ages. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: Contact Ranger Sarah Burkhart at (415) 897-0618 or SBurkhart@marincounty.org. Meet at the parking lot in Paradise Beach Park in Tiburon (3450 Paradise Dr). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take the exit for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Trestle Glen Blvd, right onto Paradise Dr, and follow for 1.5 miles. The park is on the left. Park entrance is free.
Thursday, July 24. 9am to 11am
Deer Island Stroll
Join Ranger Mike Warner for a fun mid-morning hike at Deer Island. Discover the local wildlife and the unique views of this wonderful preserve. (Approximately 1 mile roundtrip.) Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org" MWarner@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on Deer Island Ln in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for Atherton Ave east 1.7 miles. Turn right onto Olive Ave and left onto Deer Island Ln. The gate is on your right.
Saturday, July 26. 7pm to 9pm
Mount Burdell Night Hike
Join Ranger Mike Warner for a fun sunset and night hike on Mount Burdell Preserve. Discover nocturnal wildlife and the unique views of this wonderful preserve. (Approximately 5.5 miles roundtrip.) Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and a flashlight. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 miles. The gate is on the right (before dead end). 
Friday, August 1. 8pm to 10pm
Outer Space from Open Space
Come view outer space from open space as we identify the major constellations and talk about the legends behind them. Rangers will lead a short hike in Stafford Lake Park and astronomer Larry Brodkin will be there to help participants get a deep view into the heavens with his 8” Meade Telescope. Stargazers should wear warm clothes and bring binoculars or a telescope, flashlight, blankets, water, snacks, and star charts. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Questions: Contact Supervising Ranger Adam Craig at (415) 446-4423 or ACraig@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate house at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left and the gate house is the first structure you see. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, August 2. 10am to 12pm
Santa Venetia Stroll
This is a Healthy Parks, Healthy People event
Come join Ranger Felicity Hartnett for a stroll around beautiful Santa Venetia Marsh. This low-intensity 1 mile hike is a great introduction to exercise for all ages. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. RSVP’s are appreciated but not required. Questions or to RSVP: Contact Ranger Felicity Hartnett at (415) 473-2816 or FHartnett@marincounty.org. Meet at the Vendola Dr entrance (across from the old McPhails School). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for N San Pedro Rd east for 2 miles. Turn Left on Vendola Dr. Trailhead will be on your left.
Thursday, August 7. 9:30am to 11am
Junior Rangers: Make Your Own Map
Join us for a junior ranger program, created to teach youth about outdoor skills, natural history, and environmental stewardship. These activities are intended for 7-12 year olds, though explorers of all ages are welcome. Join Ranger Mike Warner for an easy nature walk to explore Mount Burdell. We will learn how to use maps to navigate and how to make your own map of Mount Burdell! Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Carlos Way in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.1 miles. Turn right onto San Carlos Way and follow to end (dead end). 
Thursday, August 7. 10am to 1pm
Art in the Park
Bring the whole family out to picturesque Paradise Beach Park to paint the beautiful San Pablo Bay! Art supplies, smocks, and healthy snacks will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: Contact Ranger Sarah Burkhart at (415) 435-9212 or SBurkhart@marincounty.org. Meet at the parking lot in Paradise Beach Park in Tiburon (3450 Paradise Dr). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take the exit for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Trestle Glen Blvd, right onto Paradise Dr, and follow for 1.5 miles. The park is on the left. Park entrance is free.
Tuesday, August 12. 8pm to 10pm
Astronomy Night: Perseids Meteor Shower
Bring the whole family out for a memorable evening under the stars on Mount Burdell. Check out the planets and the heavens above through a telescope, or bring a blanket to sit on and enjoy the view. The star of the show will be Perseids Meteor Shower, which will be at its peak. (Less than 1 mile roundtrip.) Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and a flashlight. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 miles. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Thursday, August 14. 5pm to 6:30pm 
Dog Appreciation Day/Coyote Talk
Bring your pooch out to McInnis Park and feast on a hot dog BBQ with community members and rangers. After the festivities with our canine friends, Chief Park Ranger Rob Ruiz will discuss the habits and identifying characteristics of our wild canines; coyotes and foxes. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. Questions: Contact Supervising Ranger Audrea Bocchi at (415) 446-4423 or ABocchi@marincounty.org. Meet at the Hillside picnic area in McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take the exit for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 miles. Drive over the railroad tracks and immediately turn left to stay on Smith Ranch Rd. (If you go through the park entrance, you have gone too far). Look for the sign for Hillside picnic area and turn right; Hillside is immediately on the right. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, August 23. 9am to 1pm
Learn How to Pier Fish 
Join rangers, and a few of our experienced local anglers, to learn the secrets and tricks of the trade when fishing from a pier. A limited number of fishing poles and bait will be provided first-come, first-served to beginners, thanks to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. A valid California fishing license is required when fishing from the shore, not from the pier. Questions: Contact Supervising Ranger Mike Maraccini at (415) 435-9212 or MMaraccini@marincounty.org. Meet at the fishing pier in Paradise Beach Park in Tiburon (3450 Paradise Dr). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take the exit for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Trestle Glen Blvd, right onto Paradise Dr, and follow for 1.5 miles. The park is on the left. Park entrance is free.
Sunday, August 24. 8am to 11am
Roll at Rush Creek
Want to go on a scenic mountain bike ride with a ranger? Come join Ranger Ian McLorg for a Sunday morning ride along the marsh at Rush Creek Preserve. This is a moderate 7 mile ride intended for intermediate mountain bike riders. Bring your bicycle and helmet, dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and snacks. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space Districts preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Ian McLorg at (415) 473-2816 or IMcLorg@marincounty.org. Meet at the Pinheiro Fire Rd gate on Binford Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for Atherton Ave east. Turn left onto Binford Rd. The gate is on the right.
Friday, August 29. 7:30pm to 10pm
Family Movie Night
The lawn at pastoral Stafford Lake Park sets the perfect stage for this classic outdoor summer event. We're hosting the show and providing the popcorn, bring your family, a blanket, chairs, and a picnic dinner or snacks (portable BBQs are allowed). The show will begin 15 minutes after sunset. We request no pet (except service animals) attend. Questions: Call (415) 897-0618. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the first parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, August 30. 7pm to 9pm
Mount Burdell Night Hike
Join Ranger Mike Warner for a fun sunset to night hike on Mount Burdell. Discover nocturnal wildlife and the unique views of this preserve. (Approximately 5.5 miles roundtrip.) Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and a flashlight. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. High fire danger may cancel: Call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space District preserves are cancelled. Questions: Contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 in Novato, take the exit for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 miles. The gate is on the right (before dead end).


