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DISCOVER
Spring 2014 News and Events
Director’s Message
Happy spring! First—the great news. We are close to our fundraising goal to commence phase one construction of Stafford Lake Progressive Skills Bike Park! As you may recall, the county provided 17 acres of land and the money for design and permitting. Private funds were required to build the park. We are almost there! When several new financial promises are fulfilled this spring, the project will break ground. (Read the bike park update on page 2 for details.) Volunteers will be needed to assist with the work. We hope some of you who helped design the park will come get dirty with us. And once this Novato project is underway, the search for a location for a second bike park in southern Marin will get serious. Ideas (and donations) are welcome! 
Second—the not great news. As of this writing, we are hoping for a very wet spring. The drought has changed our lives here at Marin County Parks in several ways. In Open Space: We are focused on fire danger, and urge you to be, too. There are several projects lined up to clear invasive vegetation from the open space preserves where the preserves interface with neighborhoods. We are working closely with local fire agencies to identify projects and accomplish the work. When cutting, we have water trucks nearby. In Parks: We will delay planting new shrubs and trees in the parks and landscaped areas. Some places may look brown. We will keep plants alive, but our normal lush look in the parks, on landscape islands, and at the Civic Center grounds might be diminished this summer. Please understand, and do your part at home as you are able. Inspect your property and maintain defensible space, and be extremely careful with potential sources of ignition like barbeques, fire pans, and even mowers. Be aware that tools can spark fire too. Don’t smoke near vegetation. 
Sincerely,
Linda Dahl, Director and General Manager

Water is Life
“You don’t miss the water till the well runs dry.” That might seem like an appropriate adage for many of the things we take for granted, but we’re witnessing this all around us now. Three consecutive dry years is showing the importance of water to every living thing around us. We see the effects in every part of the food chain: Fewer plants, flowers, and seeds mean less food for the herbivores, everything from insects to deer. And predators are hit even harder. 
Consider a bird like the junco. Adults feed mainly on seeds, while the young are raised entirely on insects, which are normally abundant during spring and summer, but the drought has drastically reduced insect populations. With less prey available, fewer young will survive; some nests will fail altogether. And, to make matters worse, juncos typically nest twice each season. In years like this they will probably not even attempt a second nest. 
This is just one example of the devastating effect of prolonged drought for a single species, but the lack of adequate moisture ripples through the food chain and throws entire ecosystems out of balance. The connections between the living things that surround us are infinite, but the element that binds it all together is water, the essence of life, delivered one raindrop at a time.
Measure A: New Programs Unveiled 
New staff has been hired and new programs have been formed to support the distribution and use of Measure A funds across Marin County over the next 9 years. We are thrilled to welcome new biologists, a landscape architect, and visitor services staff to our team as we embark on many long-anticipated projects to care for Marin’s parks and preserves. Read on to find out more about recent program updates and the best way to stay in touch with how Measure A funds are being spent.
Breathe/Respira! Community Grant Program: From Marin County Parks’ 65% portion of Measure A funds, we are setting aside $100,000 annually through a competitive grant process to support local organizations working with underserved Marin communities to overcome economic, transportation, and other barriers preventing some Marin residents from enjoying the parks and preserves that can increase wellness and help them thrive. We are in the process of soliciting our first round of Letters of Inquiry (LOI) from community organizations in Marin. The period to submit an LOI ends March 14, 2014 and will be followed by additional steps in the competitive grant process. All grant information is available for download on our Measure A webpage. 
City, Town, and Special District Program: Marin’s 19 cities, towns, and applicable special districts received their first disbursement of $982,288.76 in Measure A funds at the beginning of 2014. Participants will receive two disbursements per year for the next eight years and are planning to invest in the care and upkeep of parks and preserves they manage all over the county. With money from this first disbursement, our partners are busy implementing a range of projects that include turf replacement, basketball and tennis court repairs, safety and accessibility improvements, vegetation management in open spaces, swimming pool improvements, and community center restoration among others.
Community Oversight Committee: All applicants to the Measure A Community Oversight Committee were excellent candidates! The Marin County Board of Supervisors is in the process of making final appointments. The Committee will convene for the first time in March 2014 and will be responsible for reviewing expenditures to ensure they comply with the Measure A Expenditure Plan, oversee an annual audit, and work with staff to prepare an annual report of Measure A expenditures. We’ll announce all appointed members on the Measure A webpage once they have been selected.
Measure A on the Web: We are posting regular updates on Measure A projects, programs, and the 2014-15 budget planning on the web. Visit marincountyparks.org and click “Get the latest information on Measure A.”
Stafford Lake Bike Park 
Since our winter issue, thanks to the tireless efforts of the Friends of Stafford Lake Bike Park (Friends), Marin County Parks has received another $30,000 in donations, pumping up the total to $320,000! Though the ultimate goal to build the entire progressive skills bike park is $850,000, we are very near the $480,000 needed to fund phase one construction. Two of the three required permits have been granted by the State (including the Department of Fish & Wildlife and the Regional Water Quality Control Board). Only the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permit remains. Construction documents are set to go out to bid in time for the project to break ground this summer. Stay tuned for exciting fundraising news later this spring from the Friends.
RTMP Update
Staff presented changes to chapter four of the Draft Road and Trail Management Plan to the Parks and Open Space Commission during their meeting on January 23, 2014. At the meeting, over two dozen members of the public commented on the Draft RTMP. Staff currently is revising other parts of the plan; additional changes will be released to the public as they are completed. We will update the Commission again at upcoming meetings. Look for a new complete draft of the RTMP to be released in summer 2014. Meanwhile, road and trail maintenance and improvement projects are moving forward. Once the RTMP is formally adopted, projects will be evaluated and prioritized through the process spelled out in the Draft RTMP. As part of the transition to working under the RTMP, we are using its evaluation criteria to score and analyze current projects. 
Save the date: Saturday, March 15, 2014. We will host the next community workshop from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Health and Wellness Campus Connection Center located at 3240 Kerner Blvd in San Rafael. Staff will describe and discuss:
	The different types of road and trail projects that are contemplated in the Draft RTMP
	The current planning for road and trail projects to be undertaken during 2014 and 2015 in Baltimore Canyon, Roy’s Redwoods, and Cascade Canyon preserves

How the criteria-based project evaluation tool (outlined in the Draft RTMP) will be used to screen and assess proposed road and trail projects
How Marin County Parks will measure progress towards RTMP and performance objectives related to the road and trail system

For more information, contact Chief of Planning and Acquisition Carl Somers at CSomers@marincounty.org" CSomers@marincounty.org or (415) 473-2820. Subscribe to marincountyparks.org for RTMP updates.
VBMP Update
Environmental review continues on the Draft Vegetation and Biodiversity Management Plan. January 21, 2014 marked the end of the public comment period on the scope of issues that the plan’s Draft Tiered Program Environmental Impact Report (TPEIR) should address. Staff is incorporating all relevant comments to define the range of issues, alternatives, and mitigation measures to be considered in the TPEIR. We expect the TPEIR to be available for public comment by fall 2014. For more information, contact Chief of Science and Natural Resources Mischon Martin at MMartin@marincounty.org or (415) 473-2056. Subscribe to marincountyparks.org for VBMP updates.
Healthy Parks Healthy People 2.0
Each year we strive to provide community events that everyone can feel comfortable participating in. We want all to enjoy and benefit from the wellness opportunities afforded by Marin’s parks and preserves. When you plan to attend our Healthy Parks Healthy People (HPHP) activities, all you need to bring is a pair of walking shoes and a comfortable outfit. Leave the rest to us! 
New for 2014: We reorganized the way we offer these community-focused events. First, we planned geographically diverse activities to bring them closer to you. Second, events now repeat three times a year to keep you motivated! At each event you will be greeted by a bilingual volunteer and guided through activities by our friendly and experienced visitor services staff. Be on the lookout for our new HPHP flyers in English and Spanish!
2014 HPHP Calendar of First Saturday Events
All events begin at 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of each month. Events are typically 2-3 hours in length.
Feb 1, May 3, and Sept 6 
Yoga in the Park @ McNears Beach Park 
Mar 1, July 5, Nov 1 
Family Fun Mile @ McInnis Park
Apr 5, Aug 2, Dec 6 
Levee Walk @ 1565 Vendola Dr (Santa Venetia)
June 7, Oct 4
Family Naturalist Walk @ Deer Island Preserve (Novato)

VOLUNTEER DAYS
Volunteer days offer hands-on land stewardship experience. We provide a forum for the community to help us take care of the parks and preserves that we all enjoy. Opportunities include habitat restoration, trail improvement, litter pick-up, and landscape maintenance. Though the work varies in physical demand, a variety of activities are available for all ages and abilities. We provide water, gloves, tools, and training. Bring snacks or a lunch, sun block, a hat, and a refillable water container. Wear sturdy shoes and layered clothes.
Saturday, March 15. 9am to 1pm
Trail Maintenance Team
Become a member of our Trail Maintenance Team (TMT) volunteer program and help maintain our trail system. Our trails are heavily used and we need volunteers to keep them in shape. You will learn a variety of trail maintenance skills from very basic to complex. No previous trail experience is necessary. Projects take place in different locations throughout our parks and preserves. Trail maintenance is strenuous and requires a moderate to high level of fitness. Questions: contact Volunteer Coordinator Greg Reza at (415) 473-3778 or GReza@marincounty.org to join the trail team and you will receive regular updates and details about trail projects.
Saturday, March 22. 9am to 1pm
Bald Hill Broom Bust
Join Marin County Parks and Marin Municipal Water District for our annual Bald Hill Broom Bust! Removing invasive broom gives native plants and trees a better opportunity to thrive, improves habitat, reduces fire fuel load and enhances the beautiful views. This project involves a moderate level of activity and is suitable for all ages. Dress in layers you can get dirty: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, and a hat or visor. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Please bring gloves (if you have them). We will provide snacks; lunch will be served at noon. There are several moderately strenuous hikes or rides one could take to get to the work site. A bike group typically meets at San Anselmo Coffee Roasters in the morning to ride to the site (please call to get details). A guided hiking group will leave Deer Park at 8:30am. Everyone will meet at 9:00am at the intersection of Yolanda Trail and Worn Springs Fire Road. Questions: contact Volunteer Coordinator Greg Reza at (415) 473-3778 or GReza@marincounty.org. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west to Fairfax 3.4 miles. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, turn right onto Broadway and make the first left onto Bolinas Rd. Turn left onto Porteus Ave 0.4 miles, follow to Deer Park parking lot.
Sunday, March 23. 10am to 12pm
Corte Madera Creek Clean-up
The tidal wetland plants that grow along the banks of Corte Madera Creek support resident and migratory bird populations, but they also catch a lot of plastic bags and other litter that has entered the watershed. Spring is a particularly good time of year to clean the shoreline of the creek as winter storms (assuming we get any!) often increase the amount of debris in the watershed, and the low tide will make it easier for us to do a great job. Your help will make a great difference in protecting the marine environment of San Francisco Bay! This project is suitable for volunteers of all ages. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. RSVP’s are appreciated but not required. Questions or to RSVP: contact 

Volunteer Coordinator Kirk Schroeder at (415) 763-2977 or KSchroeder@marincounty.org. Meet across from Marin General Hospital at Hal Brown Park (at the pedestrian bridge near the bike path). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 1.2 miles. Turn left onto Bon Air Rd and follow 0.3 mile. The park is on the right.
Saturday, March 29. 9am to 1pm
Ring Mountain Grassland Restoration Project
This month’s drop-in volunteer program marks the 14th annual Fling on Ring in the Spring event! Join us for a day of environmental education and community service. We will remove invasive French broom to help restore native grassland. These grasslands provide habitat for numerous plant and animal species, and we take pride in preserving their home! It is also a great opportunity to spend time with friends and family while giving back to nature. Come on out! The terrain is uneven and the work is moderately strenuous. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Heavy rain may cancel. Questions: contact Ring Mountain Stewardship Coordinator Sam Abercrombie at (415) 473-2128 or SAbercrombie@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take exit 449A for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 mile. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end). 
Friday, April 4. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Learn to identify invasive species, get hands-on training, and be a part of the team working to protect and restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Dress in layers you can get dirty: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, and a hat or visor. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Snacks and water will be provided but bring a lunch. Questions or to RSVP: contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, April 19. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Learn to identify invasive species, get hands-on training, and be a part of the team working to protect and restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Dress in layers you can get dirty: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, and a hat or visor. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Snacks, lunch, and drinks will be provided. Questions or to RSVP: contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd. 
Saturday, April 26. 9am to 12pm
My Earth Day Marin
Marin County Parks and the My Earth Day Marin Coalition will host a wide variety of service projects and activities throughout Marin County in honor of Earth Day. The My Earth Day Marin Coalition is a collection of land management agencies and private citizen groups that work together to inspire Earth Day volunteerism from citizens of all ages and abilities. Visit My Earth Day for a complete list of opportunities and for more information on the My Earth Day Marin Coalition. Help give back to Mother Earth by signing up for a volunteer project, or promote a service project of your own! Questions: contact Volunteer Coordinator Greg Reza at (415) 473-3778 or GReza@marincounty.org.
Saturday, April 26. 10am to 1pm
Ring Mountain Grassland Restoration Project
Join us for our monthly drop-in volunteer workday as we focus on restoring the grasslands of Ring Mountain! Ring Mountain is home to numerous rare and endangered plant species, but this habitat is being threatened by invasive species. Volunteer work includes weeding, seed collecting, tarping, fence construction, and installing native plants. Educational components are also included as staff and guest naturalists will discuss the plants and animals that inhabit this unique place, and explain how volunteer activities are having a positive impact. Workdays are held on the last Saturday of every month. Projects and meeting places may vary slightly. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Questions: contact Ring Mountain Stewardship Coordinator Sam Abercrombie at (415) 473-2128 or SAbercrombie@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take exit 449A for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 mile. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end). 
Friday, May 2. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Learn to identify invasive species, get hands-on training, and be a part of the team working to protect and restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Dress in layers you can get dirty: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, and a hat or visor. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Snacks and water will be provided, but bring a lunch. Questions or to RSVP: contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, May 3. 10am to 1pm
Yoga in the Park
This is a Healthy Parks, Healthy People event. This fun-filled, dynamic event offers a great way to get active while giving to a wonderful park, and giving to yourself! We will begin with a two hour service project that will spruce up McNear’s Beach Park. From there we will switch gears and enjoy a 45 minute yoga class on a flat grassy area beside the bay. The class will be led by professional yoga teacher Daniel Rauck and will be suitable for all ages and ability levels. Lunch served at 12:30pm. Dress in layers you can get dirty and wear sturdy shoes for the service work. Bring comfortable clothes and a mat or towel for yoga. Park staff will provide a limited number of extra yoga mats. No pets (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions or to RSVP: contact Volunteer Coordinator Kirk Schroeder at (415) 763-2977 or KSchroeder@marincounty.org. Meet at the snack bar in McNears Beach Park in San Rafael (201 Cantera Way). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 452 for Central San Rafael east. Take 2nd St east, which merges into 3rd St, and then turns into Point San Pedro Rd. Follow Point San Pedro Rd for 3.6 miles, turn right at Cantera Way, and follow to the large parking lot at the end. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, May 10. 9am to 1pm
Save Springs Hill in Terra Linda
Join Marin County Parks for a community meeting and volunteer day. Natural Resources staff will discuss our Barbed Goat Grass Removal Project on the Terra Linda/Sleepy Hollow Preserve, share the results of our management efforts, and explain future plans to address this agricultural pest. Following the meeting, we’ll roll up our sleeves to pull goat grass. Naturalist David Herlocker will provide environmental education throughout the day. Pulling goat grass is easy work but the site is located on a hillside and the terrain is uneven. Suitable for volunteers 7 years and older. Dress in layers that you can get dirty: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, and a hat. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Please bring gloves (if you have them). Questions: contact Volunteer Coordinator Greg Reza at (415) 473-3778 or GReza@marincounty.org. Meet at the end of Wintergreen Terrace in San Rafael. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 455 for Freitas Parkway west. Turn right onto Las Gallinas Ave, left onto Las Colindas Rd, and right onto Wintergreen Terrace (dead end).
Saturday, May 17. 10am to 2pm
Kent Island Restoration Team
Learn to identify invasive species, get hands-on training, and be a part of the team working to protect and restore the unique ecosystem on Kent Island in Bolinas Lagoon. Space is limited, so RSVP to save a spot! Participation requires a short rowboat ride to the island. Dress in layers you can get dirty: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, and a hat or visor. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Rubber boots come in handy but are not necessary. Snacks, lunch, and drinks will be provided. Questions or to RSVP: contact Tori Bohlen at VBohlen@marincounty.org or the Marin County Parks volunteer office at (415) 473-3778. Meet at the public dock on Wharf Rd in Bolinas (across from the College of Marin biology lab). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left onto Hwy 1, right onto Olema-Bolinas Rd, left to stay on Olema-Bolinas Rd, and straight onto Wharf Rd.
Saturday, May 31. 9am to 1pm
Ring Mountain Grassland Restoration Project
This month our regular drop-in volunteer day coincides with our annual Ring Mountain Thistle Pull! We’ll work together to ward off invasive tocolote, a feisty, nonnative plant that was once widespread, but is on the decline due to this annual event. Our efforts help protect many unique, native species, including the endangered Tiburon mariposa lily, a beautiful flower found only on Ring Mountain. We will also have the opportunity to listen to interpretive talks, and find out what’s in store for the future of this incredible preserve. Become a part of this habitat restoration success story! This is a moderately strenuous activity and is suitable for volunteers of all ages. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Questions: contact Ring Mountain Stewardship Coordinator Sam Abercrombie at (415) 473-2128 or SAbercrombie@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take exit 449A for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 mile. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end).

NATURALIST WALKS
These outings are for adults who are interested in the diverse flora and fauna of Marin County. Our walks cover a variety of topics; some are quite specific, others are more general, but we never fail to take a moment to marvel at whatever natural wonders we encounter. Binoculars, a pocket sized magnifying lens, and your favorite field guide(s) are recommended for all walks. Most of the walks are moderately paced and cover less than 5 miles. Walks that are longer or more strenuous are noted in the descriptions. Bring a lunch if you plan to stay all day, and remember to bring plenty of water.
Sunday, March 2. 9am to 2pm 
Gary Giacomini
This ridge above the south side of the San Geronimo Valley is one of the great gems in the county. Wildflowers (including some unusual serpentine endemics), a pygmy Sargent cypress forest, and incredible views are our reward for the sustained climb that will bring us to the top (1,200 foot elevation gain, 7 mile round trip). This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. Questions: contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on Redwood Canyon Dr in San Geronimo. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 7.7 miles. Turn left onto Railroad Ave, sharp right onto San Geronimo Valley Dr, and take the second left onto Redwood Canyon Dr. The gate is immediately on the right.
Saturday, March 8. 10am to 2pm
Post Burn Recovery at Ring Mountain
Please join us for our fourth installment of naturalist led walks through the burn area of Ring Mountain. In June of 2012 a wildfire burned 14 acres of sensitive habitat that is home to numerous rare and endangered species. Since that event, Marin County Parks has kept the burn area closed to the public in an effort to minimize further impact. Additionally, we have formed a partnership with local ecologist Dr. Sarah Swope to monitor this area and study the effects of this fire. Dr. Swope will join us to share what we’ve learned about the recovery, and talk about the projects we have initiated in 2014 to restore the rare plant habitat. It is also a great time of year to see the spring blooms on the preserve. We’ll walk leisurely to the burn area, enjoying the wildflowers and birds, and hike through the burn enclosure where we’ll discuss restoration efforts. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. Questions: contact David Herlocker at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take exit 449A for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 mile. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end).
Tuesday, March 11. 10am to 2pm
Indian Valley Open Space Preserve
Hopefully we will have had enough rain to start the day with a look at the frogs, toads, and newts that breed here. Then we’ll slowly ascend a rather steep road, stopping all along the way to enjoy the flowers, birds, and other wildlife. We will pass through an area that is carpeted with a plant known as Indian warrior. With luck they will be in full bloom. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the College of Marin Indian Valley Campus in Novato, parking lot 6 (1800 Ignacio Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take the Ignacio Blvd/Bel Marin Keys Blvd exit west on Ignacio Blvd approximately 2.5 miles all the way through campus. Parking lot 6 is adjacent to the police station. Parking fee is $3.
Thursday, March 13. 10am to 2pm 
Birds of Bolinas 
At this time of year the species diversity here should be fantastic: waterfowl and shorebirds that have stayed for the winter will still be here, joined by others that are on their way north. We’ll start the day scanning the lagoon and later we’ll visit the forest at Pine Gulch where the trees should be full of birds and the songs of spring. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet in the pullout adjacent to Stinson Beach School (just north of the town of Stinson Beach). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take the Sir Francis Drake exit 20.4 miles to Olema. Turn left on Hwy 1 and follow 12.5 miles, the school is on the left, park in the big gravel pullout on the right side.
Sunday, March 16. 10am to 3pm
Trek over San Pedro Ridge
You may drive by this forested ridge every day, but after this walk you’ll never look at it the same way again. We’ll employ a car shuttle so we can drive to the south side and hike one-way back over the ridge. It’s only a 5 mile walk, but there are several steep climbs. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. This access is through the City of San Rafael land. Meet at the trailhead on San Pablo Ave in San Rafael. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 454 for N San Pedro Rd east. Turn right onto San Pablo Ave (at stop light), trailhead is just past the “Meadow Oaks” sign, on the left.
Friday, March 21. 10am to 2pm
Baltimore Canyon
This is one of the best places to see a great variety of early blooming wildflowers. Within just a mile of the gate, we can find an amazing assortment of different habitats (and birds, bees, and more). This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. Shannon Burke will lead. Questions: contact Shannon at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Crown Rd in Kent Woodlands. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 2.1 miles. Turn left onto College Ave, right onto Woodland Rd, left onto Evergreen Dr. Continue uphill to the intersection with Ridgecrest; 50-feet uphill from this junction, left onto Crown Rd, and follow to end (dead end).
Tuesday, March 25. 10am to 2pm 
Cascade Canyon
Flowers, birds, and butterflies will surround us as we enjoy a spring day in this Fairfax preserve. This canyon is the upper reach of the San Anselmo Creek watershed, a pristine wildlife refuge, and truly one of the jewels in all of Marin County. We should see an assortment of lilies and other shade loving flowers in the forest. With luck we may get a head start on some early returning migrants as well, such as orange-crowned warblers, Pacific slope flycatchers and warbling vireos. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Cascade Dr. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west to Fairfax 3.4 miles. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, turn right onto Broadway and make first left onto Bolinas Rd 0.4 miles, slight right onto Cascade Dr (at the stop sign) continue about 1.5 miles to the gate (dead end). Parking is limited.
Sunday, March 30. 9am to 12pm
Wildlife and Wildflowers at Deer Island
No longer a true island, this small preserve is still a wildlife oasis at the edge of urban Novato and the surrounding seasonal wetlands. The forest and grasslands here are home to a variety of birds (including many breeding raptors), reptiles, insects and wildflowers. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. Shannon Burke will lead. Questions: contact Shannon at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on Deer Island Ln in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for Atherton Ave east 1.7 miles. Turn right onto Olive Ave and left onto Deer Island Ln. The gate is on your right.
Saturday, April 5. 10am to 2pm 
Indian Valley
This Novato valley is a wonderful place to spend a spring day. We’ll start the day with a slow climb, stopping all along the way to enjoy flowers in bloom and early-season birds in song. After lunch we’ll continue the loop, making our way down to a permanent pond to see what species we might find taking advantage of this small oasis. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. Shannon Burke will lead. Questions: contact Shannon at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the College of Marin Indian Valley Campus in Novato, parking lot 6 (1800 Ignacio Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take the Ignacio Blvd/Bel Marin Keys Blvd exit west on Ignacio Blvd approximately 2.5 miles all the way through campus. Parking lot 6 is adjacent to the police. 
Thursday, April 10. 10am to 2pm
Wildflowers of Mount Burdell
We’ll visit a variety of habitats such as volcanic outcrops, serpentine soils, freshwater springs, and oak woodlands. The flora of this Novato preserve is incredibly diverse and includes a number of rare plants as well as many species that don’t occur anywhere else in Marin. The wildflower display at this location is among the best in the county – prepare to be overwhelmed! This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 mile. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Sunday, April 13. 10am to 2pm
Roy’s Redwoods with David Lukas
Join David Lukas, author of the recently published Bay Area Birds. We’ll start the day in a meadow surrounded by towering redwoods, then we’ll visit a variety of different habitats where flowers, birds and other wildlife should be plentiful. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Roy’s Redwoods Loop trailhead on Nicasio Valley Rd in San Geronimo. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 8.6 miles, turn right onto Nicasio Valley Rd. Gate is approximately 0.5 mile up on the right.
Wednesday, April 16. 10am to 2pm
Wildflowers of Ring Mountain
Truly one of the best wildflower displays in the Bay Area, the overwhelming floral diversity of this site makes this walk a “spring classic”. In addition to the many rare species found here, there are often expanses of goldfields, tidy tips, and other species providing a multicolored carpet and foreground for spectacular views of the entire bay. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take exit 449A for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 mile. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end).
Tuesday, April 22. 9am to 12pm
Birds at Mount Burdell
By now, the breeding season should be in full swing. Bullock’s orioles, lazuli buntings, and black-headed grosbeaks deliver an elaborate color scheme. House wrens, lark sparrows and warbling vireos provide background vocals. We will get an early start so we can enjoy just a little bit more of the morning chorus and activity. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 mile. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Sunday, April 27. 10am to 2pm 
Bahia
This open oak woodland at the edge of the San Pablo Bay wetlands is a fabulous spring destination. Wildflowers dot the lush grassland, the fresh leaves of the trees are alive with birds, and there are always butterflies patrolling the road that runs along the ridge. We’ll make our way up to the ridge among a unique oak woodland before dropping back down to follow the trail that runs along the edge of the wetlands. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. Shannon Burke will lead. Questions: contact Shannon at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the Bahia trailhead near the end of Bahia Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for Atherton Ave east approximately 1 mile. Turn left onto Bugeia Ln, which turns into Bahia Dr at the “y”. Follow Bahia Dr approximately 0.5. Trailhead is on the left before Bahia Dr dead ends.
Thursday, May 1. 10am to 2pm
Focus on Grasses with Ashley Ratcliffe
This walk will explore the theme “how to look at a grass” and will serve to familiarize those of us who are botanically inclined but are intimidated by the completely new vocabulary that applies to these familiar plants. Bring a hand lens and a Marin Flora if you can. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or SBurke@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Cascade Dr. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west to Fairfax 3.4 miles. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, turn right onto Broadway and make first left onto Bolinas Rd 0.4 miles, slight right onto Cascade Dr (at the stop sign) continue about 1.5 miles to the gate (dead end). Parking is limited.
Sunday, May 4. 9am to 2pm
Big Rock Ridge to the Summit
With David Wimpfheimer
Join naturalist David Wimpfheimer for a hike from Lucas Valley to the 1,895 foot summit of Big Rock Ridge. This walk involves a 1,200 foot gain, but it doesn’t involve any particularly steep sections as it climbs through open grassland, oak woodland, and chaparral. This array of habitats should provide us with a chance to see and hear a great assortment of birds and other wildlife. The views along the way are excellent, and the panorama we’ll see from the summit is absolutely breathtaking. The total distance is a bit over 7 miles, so remember to bring extra water and food. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no animals (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. Questions: contact Shannon Burke at (415) 893-9520 or   Meet at the Big Rock trailhead. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Lucas Valley Rd west approximately 5.5 miles. Look for the big rock and roadside parking.
Thursday, May 8. 10am to 2pm 
Stafford Lake
The day will start at the small pond near the western end of the reservoir, always a good spot for birds, amphibians, snakes and interesting insects. Then we’ll follow the willows lining Novato Creek that are great habitat for birds and other wildlife. The Terwilliger Nature Trail will take us up through flower-filled meadows and mixed forests to a hilltop clearing where we should be able to scan the sky for raptors and enjoy a spectacular view. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the first parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Wednesday, May 14. 10am to 2pm 
Birds and Flowers at Loma Alta 
This public trail easement passes through some great wildflower habitats including serpentine soil that hosts some unusual species. It’s also one of the best places to see some great birds, including grasshopper sparrows, horned larks, and lazuli buntings. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate to Loma Alta Fire Rd on Lucas Valley Rd in San Rafael. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Lucas Valley Rd west approximately 5.5 miles. Look for the big rock and roadside parking. The gate is on the south side (or left) of Lucas Valley Rd.
Saturday, May 17. 8am to 12pm
Cascade Canyon
We’ll take advantage of an early start to enjoy the chorus of breeding birds that make this lovely preserve their home. As we make our way through different habitats we’ll keep an eye out for these songsters, as well as for an array of wildflowers that decorate this canyon. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Cascade Dr. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west to Fairfax 3.4 miles. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, turn right onto Broadway and make first left onto Bolinas Rd 0.4 miles, slight right onto Cascade Dr (at the stop sign) continue about 1.5 miles to the gate (dead end). Parking is limited.
Wednesday, May 21. 9am to 2pm
Indian Tree
We’ll try to make it to the top for lunch, but that will depend on how many flowers, birds, butterflies, and other discoveries catch our eye along the way. We’ll ascend through a series of cool forests to the top of the ridge where giant redwoods catch the summer fog. The trek to the summit is long, but worth every step. Distance: 6.5 miles; elevation gain: 1,300 feet. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the trailhead on Vineyard Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.7 miles. San Marin Dr turns into Sutro Ave at Novato Blvd. Follow Sutro Ave 1 mile, turn right at Vineyard Rd and follow 1 mile. Trailhead is on the left where the paved road becomes a dirt road.
Sunday, May 25. 9am to 12pm
Birds at Mount Burdell
We’ll get an early start so we can focus on vocalizations. Bird activity should be at its peak: some species will be working overtime to satisfy their ravenous broods, some will be tending newly fledged young, and a few will even be tending new nests. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 mile. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Wednesday, May 28. 9am to 2pm
Rare Plants of the Tiburon Peninsula
The late season bloom on this ridge includes one of the rarest and most unusual plants in the world, the Tiburon mariposa lily. We’ll look for this and other flowers as well as butterflies, birds, and other wildlife. After lunch, we’ll drive over to Old Saint Hilary’s Preserve to see the lovely Tiburon jewelflower and a number of other late blooming beauties. This walk is for ages 15 and up. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Taylor Rd in Tiburon. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Corte Madera, take exit 449A for Tamalpais Dr east. Go straight onto San Clemente, which merges into Paradise Dr after 0.4 mile. Follow Paradise Dr approximately 1.7 miles, turn right onto Taylor Rd, and follow to end (dead end).

FAMILY WALKS
Our Family Walks are intended for families that want to explore nature together. Bring your kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews, neighbors, or any other inquisitive youngsters in your life who would appreciate a deeper connection to nature. This is not a “drop off” program, we want you to stay and enjoy the experience too. We set out to search for natural wonders and share what we find with one another. The most important take-home message is that animals and the habitats in which they live are fascinating and delicate things that should be treated gently. Bring a lunch, we usually stop to eat at about 11:30am, and remember to bring plenty of water.
Tuesday, March 4. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids at Indian Valley 
We’ll start the day learning about the frogs, toads, salamanders, and insects that live in the marsh at the upper end of the valley, and then we’ll walk up to the waterfall, which is a perfect place to enjoy lunch and let the kids explore the numerous shallow pools. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the College of Marin Indian Valley Campus in Novato, parking lot 6 (1800 Ignacio Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take the Ignacio Blvd/Bel Marin Keys Blvd exit west on Ignacio Blvd approximately 2.5 miles all the way through campus. Parking lot 6 is adjacent to the police station. Parking fee is $3.
Saturday, March 22. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids at Deer Island
We will join up with WildCare Family Adventures for a day of nature exploration and education. We will be joined by Juan Carlos Solis, Director of Education at WildCare who is a fantastic teacher and naturalist who will share his expertise in both English and Spanish. The forests, grasslands, and marshes of this Novato preserve are home to a great variety of reptiles, insects, birds, and other animals. Bring your favorite junior naturalists and prepare to be amazed at what their sharp eyes can find. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on Deer Island Ln in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for Atherton Ave east 1.7 miles. Turn right onto Olive Ave and left onto Deer Island Ln. The gate is on your right.
Tuesday, April 1. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids at Mount Burdell
Mount Burdell is one of the best places to visit in spring. The slopping hills should be dotted with wildflowers that attract butterflies and other insects, and we’ll keep an eye out for wildlife as we enjoy the spring birdsong. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 mile. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Tuesday, May 6. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids at Stafford Lake
We’ll begin the day by looking at insects, amphibians, and other animals that live in the small pond near the lake. After that we’ll head up the Terwilliger Nature Trail to see what we can find among the flowers and the trees. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. High fire danger may cancel: call (415) 893-9527 after 7am on the morning of the event to hear a recorded message if cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the last parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Monday, May 26. 10am to 1pm
Nature for Kids at Bahia
This open oak woodland at the edge of the San Pablo Bay wetlands is a fabulous spring destination. Wildflowers dot the lush grassland, the fresh leaves of the trees are alive with birds, and there are always butterflies patrolling the road that runs along the ridge. We’ll head to a nice clearing at the top where the kids can explore, while we let the birds and butterflies come to us. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain may cancel. If questionable weather, call (415) 893-9527 on the morning of the walk for a recorded message to see if the walk is cancelled. David Herlocker will lead. Questions: contact David at (415) 893-9508 or DHerlocker@marincounty.org. Meet at the Bahia trailhead near the end of Bahia Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for Atherton Ave east approximately 1 mile. Turn left onto Bugeia Ln, which turns into Bahia Dr at the “y”. Follow Bahia Dr approximately 0.5. Trailhead is on the left before Bahia Dr dead ends.

RANGER ACTIVITIES
Rangers host a variety of family-friendly events for all ages and interests. We offer barbeques, bike rides, campfires, fishing derbies, horseback rides, interpretive hikes, outdoor safety and skills seminars, skateboard contests, stargazing, and more! Bring snacks, water, and sun block.
Saturday, March 1. 10am to 12pm 
McInnis Park Family Fun Mile
This is a Healthy Parks, Healthy People event. Come out and enjoy a beautiful morning and gorgeous views while participating in an easygoing, mile long, walk/hike/run with the family. You will have the opportunity to meet others in the community and enjoy this beautiful bayside park. This will be a low pressure event and a great way to bond as a family. Everyone is a winner! All participants will receive a raffle ticket for a chance to win an annual pass, day pass, or a pool pass! Dress in layers and wear sturdy shoes (it could be muddy or slippery). Water, snacks, and hot chocolate will be provided. No pets (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Heavy rain will cancel this event. Questions: contact Ranger staff at (415) 446-4423. Meet at the Hillside picnic area in McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 mile. Drive over the railroad tracks and immediately turn left to stay on Smith Ranch Rd. (If you go through the park entrance, you have gone too far). Look for the sign for Hillside picnic area and turn right; Hillside is immediately on the right. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, March 8. 9:30am to 11:30am
McInnis Family Fun Obstacle Run
Please join us for the first McInnis Park Family Fun Obstacle Run. This is a family-oriented event that will have fun obstacles dispersed throughout the one mile course. Families will be challenged on their teamwork and endurance while participating in a fun afternoon! Questions: contact Ranger Blain Thompson at BThompson@marincounty.org. Meet at the Hillside picnic area in McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 mile. Drive over the railroad tracks and immediately turn left to stay on Smith Ranch Rd. (If you go through the park entrance, you have gone too far). Look for the sign for Hillside picnic area and turn right; Hillside is immediately on the right. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, March 15. 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Junior Rangers: Roy's Redwoods 
Full Moon Adventure 
Join us for a Junior Ranger program, created to teach youth about outdoor skills, natural history and environmental stewardship. These activities are intended for 7-12 year olds, though explorers of all ages are welcome to attend. Join Ranger Jacob Feickert for an easy nature walk to experience this unique preserve after dark. We will discuss nocturnal animals and things that go bump in the night! Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes (it could be muddy or slippery), and bring water, snacks and flashlights. Friendly dogs are welcome, but must be leashed. Rain will cancel the event. Questions: contact Ranger Jacob Feickert at (415) 473-2816 or JFeickert@marincounty.org. Meet at the Roy’s Redwoods Loop trailhead on Nicasio Valley Rd in San Geronimo. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 8.6 miles, turn right onto Nicasio Valley Rd. Gate is approximately 0.5 mile up on the right.
Sunday, March 23. 10am to 12pm
Tiburon Uplands Hike 
With spring finally here, a ranger will guide you through the beautiful Tiburon Uplands in the hopes of seeing spring wildflowers such as hounds tongue, milkmaids, Indian warrior and other species. Enjoy the beautiful vistas of the bay, and learn about the colorful history of the Tiburon peninsula. Don’t forget to bring binoculars and a camera. This is a moderately strenuous hike. Due to limited parking at the Uplands turnout we will meet at Paradise Beach Park and carpool to Uplands if necessary. Questions: contact Ranger Christin Lopez at CLopez@marincounty.org or Sarah Burkhart at SBurkhart@marincounty.org. Meet at the parking lot in Paradise Beach Park in Tiburon (3450 Paradise Dr). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take exit 447 for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Trestle Glen Blvd, right onto Paradise Dr, and follow for 1.5 miles. The park is on the left. Park entrance is free.
Thursday, March 27. 5pm to 7pm
Fitness Hike at Indian Tree
Join Ranger Ian McLorg for an evening exercise hike. This will be a fast-paced adventure on a 4+ mile loop. The emphasis of the hike is to get your heart pumping and burn calories! Plan accordingly by wearing comfortable athletic clothing, extra layers and sturdy footwear. Plenty of water and high energy snacks are strongly recommended. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. This is a rain or shine event but high winds will cancel. Questions: contact Ranger Ian McLorg at (415) 473-2816 or IMcLorg@marincounty.org. Meet at the trailhead on Vineyard Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.7 miles. San Marin Dr turns into Sutro Ave at Novato Blvd. Follow Sutro Ave 1 mile, turn right at Vineyard Rd and follow 1 mile. Trailhead is on the left where the paved road becomes a dirt road.
Saturday, March 29. 9:30am to 12pm
New Year’s Resolution Hike at Loma Alta
Remember that New Year’s resolution to hit the gym and work out more? You won’t need a gym membership to join Ranger Felicity Hartnett for a challenging 5.5 mile morning hike to take in the beautiful scenery and views of Loma Alta. Dress in layers, wear good hiking shoes, and bring water and snacks. Questions: contact Ranger Felicity Hartnett at (415) 473-2816 or FHartnett@marincounty.org. Meet at the roadside parking area near the top of White Hill Grade on Sir Francis Drake Blvd. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 6 miles. Park in the big gravel pullout on the right side, below the crest of the hill.
Sunday, March 30. 11am to 1pm
Trail Run at Roy’s Redwoods
Come on out and experience the joy of trail running with Ranger Luke Bishop. This will be a moderate run on the Roy’s Redwoods Loop Trail. We will be going over trail running safety, gear, and techniques before heading out on the 2.5 mile loop trail. Wear athletic clothing, running shoes, and bring plenty of water. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Heavy rain will cancel this event. Questions: contact Ranger Luke Bishop at (415) 473-2816 or LKBishop@marincounty.org. Meet at the Roy’s Redwoods Loop trailhead on Nicasio Valley Rd in San Geronimo. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 8.6 miles, turn right onto Nicasio Valley Rd. Gate is approximately 0.5 mile up on the right.
Wednesday, April 2. 10am to 1pm
Junior Rangers: Rush Creek
Youth Birding Adventure 
Join us for a Junior Ranger program, created to teach youth about outdoor skills, natural history and environmental stewardship. These activities are intended for 7-12 year olds, although explorers of all ages are welcome to attend. Join Ranger Christin Lopez for a birding adventure at Rush Creek Preserve. As we hike we will discuss birds commonly found in the area this time of year, unique attributes of different groups of birds, and identification for the beginner. We will also create the first chapter of a birding guide that each participant can continue to develop on future birding excursions. Dress in layers and wear sturdy shoes (it could be muddy or slippery). Bring a backpack, water, and lunch. Questions: contact Ranger Christin Lopez at (415) 473-2816 or CLopez@marincounty.org. Meet at the Pinheiro Fire Rd gate on Binford Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for Atherton Ave east. Turn left onto Binford Rd. The gate is on the right.
Thursday, April 3. 10am to 1pm
Art in the Park at Stafford Lake 
Bring the whole family out to scenic Stafford Lake Park to paint the oak studded grasslands of beautiful North Marin. Art supplies, smocks, and healthy snacks will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: contact Ranger Sarah Burkhart at (415) 897-0618 or SBurkhart@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate house at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left and the gate house is the first structure you see. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, April 5. 10am to 12pm
Santa Venetia Stroll
This is a Healthy Parks, Healthy People event. Come join Ranger Felicity Hartnett for a stroll around beautiful Santa Venetia Marsh. This low-intensity one mile hike is a great introduction to exercise for all ages. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water. Questions: contact Ranger Felicity Hartnett at (415) 473-2816 or FHartnett@marincounty.org. Meet at the Vendola Drive entrance (across from the old McPhails School). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 454 for N San Pedro Rd east for 2 miles. Turn Left on Vendola Dr. Trailhead will be on your left.
Friday, April 11. 4pm to 6pm
Basics of Freshwater Fishing 
Park Rangers will teach the basics of freshwater fishing at McInnis Park Pond. A limited number of fishing poles, bait and tackle boxes will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis, thanks to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Fishing license required for participants 16 and over. Questions: contact Ranger Josh Gilmore at JGilmore@marincounty.org. Meet at the skate park in McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 mile. Drive over the railroad tracks and immediately turn left to stay on Smith Ranch Rd. (If you go through the park entrance, you have gone too far). Look for the sign for the skate park, turn right, and follow the road to the skate park parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, April 12. 9am to 11am
T’ai Chi in the Park with Sensei Robert Ito
This is a Healthy Parks, Healthy People event. Join us for an introduction to the health and fitness achieved by practicing the ancient art of T’ai Chi at McNears Beach Park. Sensei Robert Ito of the White Tiger Dojo in Novato will lead attendees in a lecture on the history and use of the martial art, demonstrate his mastery of the form, provide lessons in basic movements and uses, and promote health through the connection of the mind, body, and spirit. Dress in layers and wear comfortable shoes. Water and healthy snacks will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: contact Ranger Joshua Rosenfeld at (415) 446-4424 or JRosenfeld@marincounty.org. Meet at the snack bar in McNears Beach Park in San Rafael (201 Cantera Way). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 452 for Central San Rafael east. Take 2nd St east, which merges into 3rd St, and then turns into Point San Pedro Rd. Follow Point San Pedro Rd for 3.6 miles, turn right at Cantera Way, and follow to the large parking lot at the end. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, April 12. 10am to 12pm
Explore a Salt Marsh 
Come discover your local salt marsh at Santa Margarita Island and learn about the creatures that live in this fascinating habitat. Why does an egret have such long legs? How many living things are in one handful of mud? How do plants survive drinking salt water? Join us to find out! No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this preserve. Questions: contact Ranger Felicity Hartnett at (415) 473-2816 or FHartnett@marincounty.org. Meet at the gate at the end of Meadow Dr in San Rafael. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 454 for N San Pedro Rd east 1.1 miles. Turn left onto Meadow Dr (opposite the 7-Eleven store) and drive to the end (dead end).
Sunday, April 13. 9am to 11am
Mountain Bike Ride at Rush Creek 
Want to go on a mountain bike ride with a ranger? Come join Ranger Ian McLorg for a beautiful morning ride along the marsh at Rush Creek Open Space Preserve. This is a moderate 7+ mile ride intended for intermediate mountain bike riders. Make sure to bring your bicycle and helmet, dress in comfortable athletic clothing, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and snacks. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Rain will cancel this event. Questions: contact Ranger Ian McLorg at (415) 473-2816 or IMcLorg@marincounty.org. Meet at the Pinheiro Fire Rd gate on Binford Rd in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for Atherton Ave east. Turn left onto Binford Rd. The gate is on the right.
Monday, April 14. 8pm to 10pm
Full Moon Hike at Stafford Lake 
See the full moon during the lunar eclipse on a ranger-led night hike on the beautiful Terwilliger Nature Trail. We will enjoy stunning views of the Stafford Lake watershed from the upper sections of the trail. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes (it could be muddy or slippery), and bring water. Hot chocolate and s’mores will be provided! No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: contact Supervising Ranger Adam Craig at ACraig@marincounty.org. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the first parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Wednesday, April 16. 1pm to 3pm
Learn to Skate
Join us at the McInnis skate park where rangers will offer tips and techniques for beginners, as well as ways to attack features that build confidence and skill. This event is geared toward beginners and those looking to cross over from other board sports, but aren’t quite sure how to start. Make sure to bring your board, helmet and pads. Participants under the age of 16 are required to have a parent or legal guardian sign a permission form. Permission forms will be provided at the event, or in advance upon request. Rain will cancel this event. Questions: contact Supervising Ranger Adam Craig at ACraig@marincounty.org. Meet at the skate park in McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 mile. Drive over the railroad tracks and immediately turn left to stay on Smith Ranch Rd. (If you go through the park entrance, you have gone too far). Look for the sign for the skate park, turn right, and follow the road to the skate park parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, April 19. 9am to 11am
Learn to Saltwater Fish 
Come spend the morning learning the basics of saltwater fishing at Paradise Beach Park. A limited number of fishing poles and bait will be provided first-come, first-served to beginners, thanks to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Fishing license is not required when fishing from the pier. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Heavy rain will cancel this event. Questions: contact Supervising Ranger Mike Maraccini at (415) 435-9212 or MMaraccini@marincounty.org. Meet at the fishing pier in Paradise Beach Park in Tiburon (3450 Paradise Dr). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take exit 447 for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Trestle Glen Blvd, right onto Paradise Dr, and follow for 1.5 miles. The park is on the left. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, April 19. 10am to 12pm 
Wildflowers to Waterfalls 
Join rangers in Cascade Canyon for a two mile stroll along the creek to the waterfall. Along the way we’ll look for spring wildflowers as we make our way through the various habitats of this beautiful preserve. Be sure to bring a camera for some spectacular pictures. Parking is limited along Cascade Drive so rangers will provide a shuttle from Doc Edgar Park in Fairfax to the Cascade Drive Gate. Questions: contact Ranger Craig Solin at 473-2816 or CSolin@marincounty.org. Meet at Doc Edgar Park on Casade Dr in Fairfax. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west to Fairfax 3.4 miles. Turn left onto Pacheco Ave, turn right onto Broadway and make first left onto Bolinas Rd 0.4 miles, slight right onto Cascade, the park is on your right.
Sunday, April 27. 9am to 2pm
Archery Exhibition at McNears Beach Park
Join us for a fun-filled day of archery at McNears Beach Park! Learn the basic skills and safety of bowmanship, and practice marksmanship with guidance from skilled archers of the Northwoods Bowmen’s Club. We will also be making traditional Miwok arrowheads for participants to take home with them. This event is for all ages and skill levels. Please wear comfortable clothing and sturdy shoes. Healthy snacks and water will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: contact Ranger Joshua Rosenfeld at (415) 446-4424 or JRosenfeld@marincounty.org. Meet at the South Shore picnic area in McNears Beach Park in San Rafael (201 Cantera Way). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 452 for Central San Rafael east. Take 2nd St east, which merges into 3rd St, and then turns into Point San Pedro Rd. Follow Point San Pedro Rd for 3.6 miles, turn right at Cantera Way, and follow to the large parking lot at the end (park in south end of lot). Park entrance is free.
Saturday, May 3. 10am to 12pm
Art in the Park at Paradise Beach 
Bring the whole family out to picturesque Paradise Beach Park to paint the beautiful scenery and wildlife that surrounds us while looking out at the San Francisco Bay. Art supplies, smocks, and healthy snacks will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: contact Ranger Sarah Burkhart at (415) 435-9212 or SBurkhart@marincounty.org. Meet at the parking lot in Paradise Beach Park in Tiburon (3450 Paradise Dr). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Mill Valley, take exit 447 for Tiburon Blvd (Hwy 131) east 1.8 miles. Turn left onto Trestle Glen Blvd, right onto Paradise Dr, and follow for 1.5 miles. The park is on the left. Park entrance is free.
Sunday, May 4. 11am to 12:30pm
Mother’s Day Make and Take
Tick-Tock… Don’t wait until the last minute. Bring your kids out to Stafford Lake Park to make something special for mom! Work with rangers to construct a wire bird perch, an acorn feeder, and a shadow print card. Supplies and healthy snacks will be provided. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Questions: contact Supervising Ranger Audrea Bocchi at ABocchi@marincounty.org. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the first parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, May 10. 4pm to 8pm
Mystery of White Hill
Come along on a late afternoon hike on the White Hill Open Space Preserve. Ranger Mike Warner will lead us to the crash site of the White Hill B-17 Flying Fortress, a bomber aircraft from World War II. We will discuss the history, context, and mystery surrounding the site. This will be a 6.5 mile, moderate to strenuous hike (1,000 foot elevation gain). Wear full-length pants and sturdy shoes. Bring snacks, water, and a flashlight. We request that no pets (except service animals) attend. Rain will cancel this event. Questions: contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org. High fire danger may cause cancellation: call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space preserves are cancelled. Meet at the roadside parking area near the top of White Hill Grade on Sir Francis Drake Blvd. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Larkspur, take exit 450B for Sir Francis Drake Blvd west 6 miles. Park in the big gravel pullout on the right side, below the crest of the hill.
Sunday, May 11. 10am to 12pm
Learn to Kayak Fish at Miller Boat Launch
Join rangers and learn how to fish from a kayak on Tomales Bay. Participants will learn the proper gear and technique to effectively kayak fish in the bay! Please bring your own kayak and fishing pole and dress in layers. This event is open to all ages. A fishing license is required for participants 16 and over. Questions: contact Ranger Jim Slack at JSlack@marincounty.org. Meet at Miller Boat Launch on Hwy 1 (2.5 miles north of the US Post Office in Marshall). DIRECTIONS: from the town of Point Reyes Station, take Hwy 1 north approximately 13 miles. The boat launch is on the left, adjacent to Nick’s Coves and Cottages (23240 California 1, Marshall, CA 94940). Park entrance is $5 per vehicle.
Saturday, May 17. 7pm to 9pm
An Evening on Mount Burdell
Join rangers for an evening of fun around the campfire! There will be a short hike, stories, sing-a-longs, and a talk about the area’s history. We’ll also master the art of making the perfect s’more (ingredients provided). Remember to bring warm clothes and a flashlight. Questions: contact Ranger Jacob Feickert at (415) 473-2816 or JFeickert@marincounty.org. High fire danger may cause cancellation: call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space preserves are cancelled. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 mile. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Sunday, May 18. 10am to 12pm
Nature Detectives Hike at Deer Island
Even though we may not see animals as we walk through the habitats that they live in, by being observant and knowing how to interpret the evidence we find, we can see that there is life all around us! Join Ranger Felicity Hartnett in a search for clues to discover what creatures live at Deer Island. This program is best suited for ages 5 to 10. Questions: contact Ranger Felicity Hartnett at (415) 473-2816 or FHartnett@marincounty.org. High fire danger may cause cancellation: call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space preserves are cancelled. Meet at the gate on Deer Island Ln in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for Atherton Ave east 1.7 miles. Turn right onto Olive Ave and left onto Deer Island Ln. The gate is on your right.
Sunday, May 18. 11am to 2pm
McInnis Skate Jam
The annual McInnis Park Skateboard Competition is on again for all ages and abilities! There will be food, music, and plenty of fun for the whole family. Registration begins at 11am and the competition kicks off at 12pm. Prizes are awarded by age group: 5-9, 10-12, 13-15 and 16 and over. Questions: contact Supervising Ranger Adam Craig at ACraig@marincounty.org. Meet at the skate park in McInnis Park in San Rafael (310 Smith Ranch Rd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Smith Ranch Rd east approximately 0.7 mile. Drive over the railroad tracks and immediately turn left to stay on Smith Ranch Rd. (If you go through the park entrance, you have gone too far). Look for the sign for the skate park, turn right, and follow the road to the skate park parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Friday, May 23. 7:30pm to 9:30pm
Not Afraid of the Dark Hike 
Come enjoy Mt. Burdell at night! Join Rangers Felicity Hartnett and Mike Warner for an evening hike through the preserve. This hike is best suited for ages 12+ and adults who can hike at a moderate pace. Dress in layers, wear good hiking shoes, and bring water. Flashlights or headlamps required. Questions: contact Ranger Felicity Hartnett at (415) 473-2816 or FHartnett@marincounty.org. High fire danger may cause cancellation: call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space preserves are cancelled. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 mile. The gate is on the right (before dead end).
Wednesday, May 28. 7pm to 8:30pm
Living with Mountain Lions Lecture
The mountain lion, native to Marin County, is one of the largest cats found in North America. Join Chief Park Ranger Rob Ruiz and members of the Felidae Conservation Fund to discuss the habits and natural history of the mountain lion. We’ll learn to identify this elusive animal, its tracks and other field signs, and learn what to do in the event that you encounter one. Refreshments will be provided. Questions: contact Chief Park Ranger Rob Ruiz at RRuiz@marincounty.org. Meet at the Marinwood Community Center on Miller Creek Rd in Lucas Valley (775 Miller Creek Rd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in San Rafael, take exit 456 for Lucas Valley Rd west approximately 1 mile. Turn right onto Miller Creek Rd and immediately right into parking lot.
Friday, May 30. 8pm to 11pm
Family Movie Night
Come enjoy a spring evening on the lawn at Stafford Lake for Family Movie Night! We will be featuring a family movie, popcorn, and more! Feel free to picnic and BBQ as well. For movie information please call closer to event date. Movie begins 15 minutes after sunset. No animals (except service animals) are allowed at this park. Rain will cancel. Questions: contact Ranger Kevin O’Donoghue at (415) 897-0618 or KO’donoghue@marincounty.org. Meet at Stafford Lake Park in Novato (3549 Novato Blvd). DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.9 miles. Turn right onto Novato Blvd and follow for 2.6 miles. The park is on the left. Turn right after the gate house and follow to the first parking lot. Park entrance is free.
Saturday, May 31. 10am to 1pm
Explore Mt Burdell
Come enjoy a mid-morning hike on Mt Burdell! Join Ranger Mike Warner for a moderate 3 mile hike through the preserve. We’ll learn about the area’s unique natural resources and features through some fun, interactive activities. We’ll also discuss some of the area’s rich local history, as well as fascinating facts about its acquisition. Dress in layers, wear sturdy shoes, and bring water and snacks. Questions: contact Ranger Mike Warner at (415) 473-2816 or MWarner@marincounty.org. High fire danger may cause cancellation: call (415) 473-7191 to get an update on fire danger status and land closures. If a “Red Flag” warning is in effect, all walks and events on Open Space preserves are cancelled. Meet at the gate on San Andreas Dr in Novato. DIRECTIONS: from Hwy 101 in Novato, take exit 463 for San Marin Dr west 2.3 miles. Turn right onto San Andreas Dr and follow approximately 0.5 mile. The gate is on the right (before dead end).

