
COUNTY SERVICE AREA (CSA) 16 ADVISORY BOARD 
BACICH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY 

23 MCALLISTER AVENUE, KENTFIELD, CALIFORNIA 94904 
 MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 26, 2013 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ted Canon 
Brendan Fogarty 
Theresa McLean 
Greg Shaughnessy      
Phil Wenger 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.by Chair Greg Shaughnessy at the Bacich 
Elementary School library.   

II. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

M/s Shaughnessy/McLean to elect: Greg Shaughnessy/Chair, Ted Canon/Vice-Chair  

AYES:  Canon, Fogarty, McLean, Shaughnessy, Wenger 

III.  PUBLIC COMMENT TIME 

A member of the public voiced his concern about clear-cutting on the east Almenar Drive 
island, and expressed concern about soil erosion and the loss of privacy between upper and 
lower Almenar Drive.   

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 9, 2012,     
SEPTEMBER 13, 2012, AND OCTOBER 11, 2012 

Minutes of February 9, 2012: Page 2, line 5: delete: ”Eliseo Drive”, add: “La Cuesta”     

M/s Shaughnessy/Canon to approve the minutes of February 9, 2012 as corrected. 

AYES:  Canon, Shaughnessy, Wenger 

ABSTAIN:  McLean, Fogarty 

M/s Shaughnessy/McLean to approve the minutes of September 13, 2012 as submitted 

AYES:  Canon, Fogarty, McLean 

ABSTAIN:  Shaughnessy, Wenger 

M/s Shaughnessy/McLean to approve the minutes of October 11, 2012 as submitted 

AYES:   Canon, McLean, Shaughnessy,  

ABSTAIN:  Wenger, Fogarty 
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V. UPDATE ON CSA 16 ACTIVITIES 

Principal Park Planner Steve Petterle talked about the Via La Cumbre design and 
renovation project noting that work on the project was completed in December 2012.  Project 
costs totaled approximately $81,000 plus $12,000 for a water meter and water allotment.  Theft 
of plants at the site was an issue but declined with increased sheriff patrols. 

Mr. Petterle also talked about the Eliseo and La Cuesta median design and renovation 
projects.  Advisory board members discussed design and plant materials for those areas. The 
discussion then moved to the median islands on Almenar Drive, with advisory board members 
voicing their opinions about the design, plant materials, and quantity of plants for each 
landscape area.  There was discussion of plans for landscape design to mitigate areas that 
were pruned too heavily.  Mr. Petterle will schedule a community meeting with neighbors to 
review plans. 

Mr. Petterle also outlined proposed demonstration pruning of Via Cheparro, which will 
take place in late March or early April.  A meeting with local residents to discuss this project will 
be held in late March.   

Marin County Parks Chief of Landscape, Dave Hattem, reported that the Board of 
Supervisors awarded a landscape maintenance contract for CSA 16 to Heritage Landscapes of 
San Anselmo.  There is an option to extend the contract for three additional years in one year 
increments.   Mr. Hattem noted that the cost of the Heritage contract is less than the contract 
was with Gardener’s Guild.   

In response to comments from an advisory board member, Marin County Parks Director 
and General Manager Linda Dahl clarified the role of advisory board members in regard to the 
county contract process, and reminded them that the project goal was to mirror the original and 
native landscaping, and that some bare ground isn’t a bad thing.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 

A member of the Greenbrae Property Owner’s Association offered comments about the 
finger islands and how views are affected by the quantity of landscaping materials at each site.   

VI. DISCUSSION OF JANUARY 22, 2013 COMMUNITY MEETING 

Greg Shaughnessy reported that at the community meeting held on January 22, there 
was no dissent regarding moving forward with a proposed landscape design of Eliseo and La 
Cuesta entries.  He suggested holding another community meeting during design development 
of the entries and before construction begins.   

VII. FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 BUDGET UPDATE AND FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 
BUDGET  

     APPROVAL  

Marin County Parks Superintendent Chris Bramham presented an update on the CSA 
16 budget.  He reviewed revenues and expenses for Fiscal Year 2012-2013, and projected 
revenues and expenses for Fiscal Year 2013-2014.  Mr. Bramham suggested keeping $100,000 
in reserve for unexpected costs, invoice payments and capital projects.  
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Greg Shaughnessy would prefer that the design process for the Eliseo and La Cuesta 
entries begin before August 2013.  He also suggested that $30,000 from the Fiscal Year 2012-
2013 budget be used to pay for a consultant to design the Eliseo and La Cuesta entries.    

M/s Shaughnessy/McLean to approve the CSA 16 Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Budget as 
presented.   

AYES:  Canon, Fogarty, McLean, Shaughnessy, Wenger 

VIII. CSA 16 FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 ANNUAL REPORT AND FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014  
WORK PLAN  

Chris Bramham and advisory board members reviewed the CSA 16 annual report for 
Fiscal Year 2012-2013 and work plan goals and initiatives for Fiscal Year 2013-2014.  Mr. 
Bramham discussed the advisory board’s role in offering advice on projects.    

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jack Valinoti, Director of the Greenbrae Property Owners Association (GPOA), 
requested that Parks staff provide clear guidelines about the role of the CSA 16 advisory board 
in relation to the GPOA, and explain county processes as related to the GPOA and CSA 16.   

IX. CSA 16 ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Ten Canon commented about moss on park benches, and reported a tripping hazard 
near the castle.  Dave Hattem, Marin County Parks Chief of Landscape, advised him that 
Gardener’s Guild has been responsible for bench maintenance.  Heritage Landscapes will be 
taking over maintenance of park benches.  Mr. Hattem reported that he is in the process of 
getting a Request for Proposal out to bid for the sidewalk project.   

Greg Shaughnessy requested that county staff set up a series of community meetings to 
present the landscape design for individual medians, and that the meetings occur in March, 
April, May and June.   

X.  ADJOURN 
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